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+ Ehurctvyard at the-ſigne of the Fane. 5 


to the Chriſtian Reader. 


TN Ardon, 1 beſeech you, for the lone of your deere 
Saxiour, and mine, whatſoeuer in this booke 
5 offenſiue unto you, and pitty as 1 know yeu do if 
| you belong indeed vnto the Father and fountame 
3 - ef mercies pitie the miſerie of "your poore brethren, 
| get 194 , Who are all natitrally ſold vnder finne, 
Romguag. © ery ont with that glorious Apoſtle Paul, Oh 
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wretched man that Iam! who ſhall deliver 
me from the bodie of this death ? 

4 And now, yee bleſſed of the Lord, I hauegood 
\ | newes to tel yon T that wret the Burthen of a loa. 


den conſcience, am about to write, the Vobur. 

is thening of aloaden conſcience, or the Bleſſed- 
-. nes of grace; for it hathpleaſed the Lord God to 
W.. deliner me ont of the aeepe bondage of [inne. And 
"IB therefore my deſire us to glorifie bus grace in publi« 
Jhing my delinerance, which if it pleaſe him 10 

giue life, and power as I truſt he will, you ſhall ve- 

ry ſhortly ſee.ln the meane time pray for me,1 be- 

ſeech you who will moſt heartily pray for you, And 

thus [reſt, Nouember, 27, 2613; 


Now not aſhamed to te!lyou my name ; Tour 
moſt unworthy brother, Rica ARD 
KilBy Miniſter of the pariſ called 
Albbhallowes in Der yeOs + Mit 
CaveD 
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To all Chriſtencd - 
People. 


Knowing the great honour which 
Patighs God hath zracioully giv 
ven vnto you, foryou arehbis chi 
dren, and hisholy Ghoſt isin youzdoe 
therefore acknowledge my bounden 
dutienext after Cod,vnto you, and ac+s 
cordingly with humble reverence de- 5 
dicate this my Confeſſion, firſtto God; 
and then to you his dearcly beloued - 
children. i 
I wrote it in deadly diſeaſe of bo= ' 
die, and in dolefull rduble of mindez _ 7 
wy purpoſe was to glorifie God, and; > | 
to thewe vynto all.people the bortible = 
| bondage bf ſinne; chat they might © » - 
plainely ſee irgruely fearc ir, andtimes - A 
ly preucnt it. Herein if any (ſhallt yt; F + oj 


 Toall Chriſtened people. 
me ouer-harſh, and too too plaine, I 
beſeech themto weigh in their confci- 
ence, what itis to beeat the doore of 
death, and the gate of hell ; terrified 
with the fight of Gods wrathfull indg- 
ment, and in continuall danger of ſud- 
den death. This is notime to cover,or 
to colour my finnes , bur to lay them 
open, that it may pleaſe God mercitul- 
ly to couer them. To this ende; I doe 
humbly craue your Chriſtian furrhe- 
rance, in carneſt prayer to God for my 
confeflion,and for me. For my confeſ- 
ſion, that it may proſper againſt ſinne: 
for myſelfc, that I may bee delivered 
Out of hell, and received into your hea- 
nenly company :I aske no more,but to 
bee the very. loweſt of all people thar 
ſhallbe ſaued. Which if it ſhall pleaſe 
- the bleſſed God, through your prayers 
mnlefus Chiiſtro vouchſafe varo mee 
molt vnworthy , thea ſhall I bee in_ 
good hope to line. and ſer forth ani Hil 
telg-1z, that you may praiſe God for 
his 


To allChriſtened people. 


his mercie, his maruelous mercie to- | 
wards you and mee. Then ſhall you 
know the poore ſinners name,thatnow 
beggeth the benefit of your prayers. 

Hallowed bethenameof God, and 
his bleſſing be vpon chriſtened people, 
men, women , and children, for euer- 
more, Amen. 

Thus Ihumbly take my Jeaue. Tux 
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To the Printer, 


ſeeme unto godly learned men, not like- 
ly to worke well for the deſtruttion of 
ſome, 1 deſire that they will take the paines 
fo amend it : ſo as they will anſwer their do- 
ines theretu unto the Lord Teſus Chriſt, 
when all purpoſes and cauſes ſhallbe brought 
to light. 1 proteſt before God, that nothing 
be mitigated concerning mee : by turning, 
I am, 2ntoI was, ec. It is werie neeafull 
for a manto know what hee is, I know none 
but my ſelfe : 1 indge none but my ſelfe : 1 
zntreate others 'to giue mee leaue to indge 
my ſelfe , becauje 1 feare the indgement of 
God, and would perſwade people to feare 
Goa, that they may eſcape his indgement and 
obtarne his mercie. Amen, Amen. O good 
Lora teſa' for thy holy Names [akeyſa thow 
AMen, 


| F any thing which I haue written , doe 


The burthen of a loaden 


Conſcience, 


P22 LL Chriftened people, men, 
Ay women, and children, I fin= 
\ MH full fnner, having by long, 
1A RY and wofull experience found 
ANSEZSY | the miſcries of finne, am de- 
fircus to confeſle the ſame, that others may 
ſee and ſpeedily turne away from it. There- 
fore I knmbly beſeecix you, that for Chriſfts 
ſake you will charitably read, or beare this 
my confeſſion, OE OE ERR 
| 'Hen I was achild, and firſt _ 
V tro vnderſfitand and fpeake, then 
was the fcundation laid of allmy miſerie. 
Becauſe I was not by and by , entered inta 
the faith and feare of Ged; bur the Deuill 
had leaſure to take full poſſefſion of my: 
heart, Who ſo deeply ſeaſoned mee: wit 


finne, that I have continued finnefull ever *_ 
fince : yea, Iam ſo hardened in wickednes, _ 
- that although I feele death comming; ypon 


me; and may looke every houre when I 
A4  thall 
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2 The burthen of 4 
ſhall ſuddenly die, and be caſt into hell fire, 


yet I haue no power to turne vnto God, 
Wherefore I beſcech all people tro take 
warning by me: let it be your firſt,and chei- 
felt care to live in the faith & feare of God, 
| Beleeue it verily, for it is moſt true; you 
arealwaies in the Gght of God : Hee ſcar- 
cheth out your thoughts and affections : 
he hearkeneth to your words, he vieweth 
your behaviour, and writeth yp all in a 
booke, with purpoſe to indge you accor- 
ding to the pra&tiſe of your life, Beare this 
centinually in minde , anc be afraid to dil- 
pleaſe God; who ſhineth ouer your head 
with ſuch a glorious brighbrnefle, that if ir 
were-his pleaſure to ſhew himſelfe openly 
tothe world; the ſunne thar. ſhineth in the 
skie ſhould be'vtrerly darkened, and no 
earthly creature could remaine alive , by 
reaſon of the terrible fight of his Almightie 
Maicſtie, Bleſſed are you if yee hauvethe 
feare of God before your cies. Bur you are 
in wotull caſc if you fearc himnor. 
Oallye parents, and bringers vp of.chil- 
' dren greatis the account whichyou muſt 
make ynro God, Therefore ſo ſoone as your 
children be able rovnderfiand and ſpeake, 
_ accaſftome them to knowe and feareGod, 
ns by | Take , 


loaden conſcience. op; + 


Take good heede, leaſt the Devill pet the 
firſt poſſefſi6 of your childre: for he know- 
ing that as little ones axe ſeaſoned in the 
begirning, ſo they are likely to ſanour euer 
after, will looſe no time, nor let paſſe any 
occafion ro ſowe his.curſed ſeede in them, 
This many parents, and Tutors ef children 
doelictle thinke of; and therefore giue the 
Deuill Jeaue to worke his will.But doe you 
mindeir.and in che name of Chriſt kindely 
perſwade your children to beleeue in God, 
and to feare him; oftentimes telling chem 
what is good,and what is naught :and that” 
the good comineth of God, and naughr fro 
the deuill : and therefore if they would loue 
aod praQtiſe goodneſlſe,God willouethem, 
and keepe themſafe from the Deuill; but*_. 
ifthey lone and practiſe navghtinefle,God 
will forſake them, & leaue therothe deuill, 
Why doe ſo many teach little childrento 
ſay,and to do that which angreth Almigh- 
tie Gog? the filly children ſeeing their pa=- 
revts and others ſo much delighted with e 
vil,are ſerled in belcefe that it is good, Thus 
the deuill is furthered in working the de-- 
ſtruction of children; | => 
But ſome ſay , that vnlefſe children bee 
framed to mirthfull wanconneſle , they will 
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4 T he burthen of a 


net proote wittic, To which I anſwer, 
the children of God are wittie to ſay, & do 
gocd;the children of the devil are wittie to 
ſay, and docevill; now conſider to whom 
you doe liken your children; to God, or to 
the deuill? for like will co like. 
Children giue great heede to that which 
they ſee,or beare, eſpecially in their parts, 
and gouernours:therfore ali people,as you 
wil anſwer to God,be careful what you ſay 
ordce before children: for they will think, 
that they may ſafely ſay as you lay, and doe 
as you do, Let not childre be much among, 
ſeruants, for many ſeruants loue to teach 
childreathzt which is naught, ++} 
Oyegodfathers and godmothers , re- 
member that you are bound ynto God for, 
the good bringing vp of your god-cbildre,. 
In the beginning of Chriſtian religion,: 
people were yery carecfull of bringing vp 
their children 2 whereupon a learned Iewe: 
was wont to ſay,that Chriſtias were called 
tillers.; becauſe they did diligently till the 
harts of thoſe that were vnder their charge; 
ſowingin them the ſecds of godlines. 

There are too few ſuch tillers now adaies:. 
that heavenly husbandry,and bleſſed tillage 
is laid aſide, Our moſt mj ghty Lord' God: 

for. 


 loaden conſcience. 5 


for his ſonne Ieſus Chriſts ſake reſtore, & 
be mercifull to young children,that his ho- 
ly Ghot may fill their hearts with grace ' 


and goodnefle, Amen, Amen. | 
A* I grew in age,ſo Lincreaſed in finne, 
Dreuoking Gods diſpleaſure continu» 
ally, who notwithſtiding patiently indured 
me,yea& delivered me out of many deadly 
cangers, whereinto I by folly and finne did 
thruſt my ſelfe fr6 time co time. Moreouer 
of his great goodnes he gaue me knowledg 
of his righteouſnes,and of inine owne fins, 
moouing meoftentimes to leauethe way of 
damnation, & turne vnto his bleſſed Maie» 
fie through Ieſus Chriſt:aſſuring my heare 


that in ſo doing I ſhould be bleſſed , but. o=. _. 


Etherwiſe curſed, & condemned, Bur all this 
did not preuaile with my reprobrate heart, 
which beeing vtrerly bardaed in finne, and 
voide of repentance, cauſerh me to heap vp 
wrath ypon wrath, & veiigeance vpon vente 
geance, to. the increaſing of mine eucrla» 
ſting rorments in hell fire, | 
Al manner of people,young and old, take 
heede by me. Have no more Gods bur one, 
Confider well what hee hath done for 
| ou. Hee made you ac the firſt like ol 
Petit im* 


Ll 
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himſelſe in wiſedome , and holinefle: an 
when you were by finne made like rhe De. 
will, and muſt therefore haue beene con. 
demned to hell rorments , God ſent his on- 
ly ſonne, who taking voto him a body and 
ſoule,was a man,and ſuffered great wrong, 
and a ſhamefull death to procure your pat- 
don,and to buy you out of the Devils bon. 
dage, that yee might be reocewed to the 
likenes of God. And now he hath ſent the 
holy Ghoſt ro enter and take poſſeſſion of 
your hearts, clenſing you from finne which 
1s the Devills likenefſe , and making you 
righreous,which is the likenes of God; to 
the end yee might be fitto keepe company 
with all Saints in the ioyes of heauen, Call 
ro minde how long ye haue entertained the 
Devill, and kept out the holy Ghoſt ; and 
with how great patience Godhath hitherto 
ſuffercd you,and kept you aliue, becauſe he 
| would not haue you to periſh; but turne,& 
4 beſaued, O whatisthe reaſon that people 
doe not loue this God aboue all things?ye 
| aboue their owne life? Surely the reaſon 
1 is, becauſe they lacke faith: for they do not 
eſteeme it their onely happinefleto bee in 
the fauour of God, but like vnto bruit 
deaſts giue credirto deceitfull ſhewes, and 


fla 


EE oaden tonſcience, 

attering enticements , and ſo are wilfully 
Ezred of the Deui)l, who with bis alluring 
ES aites, drawerh them-.on to deſtruction: 
nd the further he draweth them, the ſurecr 
ee is. of them, Therefore all 'people tor 
ods ſake take heede, doe not delay the 
ime as I haue done;thinking ro turne vuto 
od, to morrow, and next daie: for the 
onger yee continue in finne, the harderir 
ll bero repent, becauſe the Devill doth 
uery day get more and more power in yow 
ill your heart be fulfilled with wickednes;' 
UBnd ſo God doe cuerlaſtingly forſake you. 
UlNcuet be at quiet with your heart,vntil you 
de in loue with God, Studie, and {triue to; 
o mpaſſe the loue of God : ioy in whatſoc- 
er furchereth you yato it;greme in all thar: 
indreth you from it, 
How ſhall I endeauour to lone God? 
oue that which is good,& hate that which 
is paught: for good commeth of God, 
and evill is of the deuill, The thought is the 
deginning of your good, and _—_ euill, 
\n evill thought is ſent from the Deuilt, 
and if you entertaine it, ic bringeth in the 
deuill. A good thought is ſent from the ho= 
y Ghoſt, as ameſſenger vnto your foule; 
fyou recciucic, and make much of it in 
your 


P1247. hjddeth you; life vp your heads,O ye gate, 


| | e burthe nn of 4 | 
your heart, the holy Ghoſt will enter., ind 
utting out the deuill , will fill you fulls 
eauenly grace, Therefore do as the Pſalm 


and be ye lifted vp: yee everlaſting doores, 
and the King of glory will come in, With. 
drawe your minde from all euil} thought, 
and thinke vpon God and godlines , cleave 
thereunto with full purpoſe of heart, and 
ſtudy how you may alwaies doe his will 
with diligence,and ſuffer his pleaſure with 
_ patience: afſuring your felues , that if you 
give your minde to ſerue him, hee will not 
faile you, nor foriake you;bur preſerue you 
to his everlaſting kingdome and glorie: do 
not endureto thinke, ſay, or doe any thing 
againſt your conſcience, but alwaies bee 
careful! ro pleaſe God. x 
My heart becivg nor knit vato God, byt 
to the world, I framed my religion to mins 
affeCtion, and mine affeQion to immaginati- 
on ; firſt, I was hot againſt the Romaner 
' ligi6,then being much befreinded by ſon 
that fauoured that religion, 1 to gratifie the 
vv in good liking of it alſo,yea ſo farre 
orth,that I became a recuſit, was receiued 
into that Church of Rome by a Seminarie 
Prieſt, and did what Icould to perſwac 


" tOAder COnſCIENCE, | 
many others ro leanethat way, But wheri 
trouble was likely to fall ypon 1nce, I wenr 
eo Church againe : and ſo by little & little 
fell off: yet ſo as where I found any of thar 
religion,I was till ſutable vnto them. 
Afterthis I beeing kindly vſed of ſome, 
that were commonly called Puritans,tooke 
liking of their opinions; yea and in ſome 
points was ready to runne beyond them; 
and all this 1n great ſhew of zrale towards 
God,ſo that I made my ſelfe beleene,chacT 
was inthe right way, and did well. 
7 I doc often wonder at my felfe, how fer- 
vl vent I was,ficſt a Proteſtit, then a Romane 
offi Catholike, afterward a Precifian, ſothar TI 
tooke vpon mee torebuke many, yeaand 
ſome of high degree; as though I had been 
a very man of God, full of the holy Ghoſt: © 
whereas indeed the deuill was in my heart, - 
and therefore all my waies were {innetull, 
and diſpleafing vnto God. 
|  Oall yee Chriſtian people , rake heede 
by me: doc notraſhly giue your winde to 
WM fancie thisor that religion : bur firſt of all 
W ſettle your heart in thefeare, and loue of 
God, Make conſcience berween God and 
WM your ſoule of all chat you think, ſ2y,or doe. 
| Serue God in your ſpirit, yntainedly rur- 
ning 


. ping from ſinne, and firiving topleaſchim, 
-- Tillyoube thus ſerled in true godlineſſe, 
it is yvaine”, yea and dangerous to bammer 
& meddle with points of religion, for your 
heart being vncleanſed, & your afteRions 
vorighted,God is not your leader , but. the 
devill; who will trangely deceive you; and 
makey ou pfoude of your doings, when 
you ſtinke in your hnnes before the face of 
God. Therefore ſubmit your {elues humbly 
to God, weane your ſoules from (inne, that 
ye may be wedded to Teſus Chriſt , and by 
his ſpirir bring forth ſuch fruits as are pleas 
fing to God; which if you doe, God will 
ſurely lead you intoall rruth, Of what fide 
ſocuer you be, doe nothing againſt your 
conſcience, nor deſpiſe the practiſe of reli« 
gionin them that are contraty to your opis: 
nion, But if you be ſure that ghey_are inthe 
wrong way pittiethetm, and pray heartily MW 
to God for them,that be will mercifully in- MW 
lighten their minds, and turne their hearts, 
To wbich end you muft endeauour to ſerue 
vader God with the holy Ghoſt ; that you iſ 
may help to ouercomethe enemies of Gods: 
truth;nor with the weapons of this world, - 
as reproctull ſpeaches, & bloody praCtiſes; 
but with the armour of God; as S—_— 
Um- 
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humb! pnedlquiclinetipwnrenceriiN 
are the means to'ouertorm euilt with goods 
nes,and rurne mgnsminds fromFalſe: »pini 
ons to the true religlom? 500 20G 307 
True Chriſtianity is an hol "/Pricfthoad, 
to offer vp ſpiricuall{ cececes millaptenGa g 
ro God thorougls Jeſus Chriſt; Atrue 
Chriſtian 'dotk: faithfully inrende/ro-offet 
firſt himſclfe;; -and{rhen/ ochers! alſo'vnis 
God; In offering your ſelfe; yourvuld be- --- et 14 
yinne with your heater for God faith}; i dy | 
ſonne, giue me thine heart. Yourhegrothilt .: : 
be wholy fer ypon God;alwiies defitiag 70. 
enjoy his graceand fauour, $ceondly, ng 
tongue muſitibe ſacrificed entre God, charit.. 
my-beeagthepenneof a ready writer, 66 
E glorifie and pleaſe God in euery word thes , 
cormmerh our of your mouch; Thirdly,your your 
spparell; gefture; caringy br oyingy 
ſelling,borrowing, tending;l paſt 
Wand at} your betigviour muſt briretiend is 
God; eh in fething. you:diſhonoar ; or 
' \ſpleaſe him: yea, your body,ſoule,life,and 
11 chat you have'muſt be dedicated and gi-* u 
en t6 the ſeruice'sf God, ' A good fubie& - - 
doth beare the 'minde, to ſpend both! fe," 
nd goods in defence of his Prince, 'on@ 


ountrie, therefore. arrue Chriftiay: oughe: 
BR x... | much 
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muchmioreto ſacrifice all his power & po, 

fibilitie to, vphold the kingdome of Teſus 

ChriG ;firftin. maintaining the miniſtery of 
Phil.43. js Word and Sacraments,:Which is an of, 
fering greatly accepted of God. 

\ Seconilly, in ſuccouting his poore:with 
which kifid of ſacrifices Godis well plea- 
ſed; as may appeare by that which the holy 
Ghoſt faith ofa charitableman; - | © 7 
Phala:2.0. Hg hath: diſperſed, be bath ginen to the port, 

.: bg rigbteo#ſueſſe endureth far ener, av 
Mat.15.3t. | iHfbatſerner mercie 55 ſhewed to a Chriſtian 
inmneceſſitic, # ſhewed to Chrift-himſelfe ; and 

hee that is any way vnmercifull unto 4 Chris 

ftian 's unmercifull. to Ieſus (hriſt himelfe, 

ard fo: Chriſt will profeſſe at: the day of iudge» 
Meer ovy yits nul) $12 bac anmate 
Prou.rs, | 18 is a fingnlar ſacrifice to dee good againf 
1:22 excel, and kindly fa ſweconr your very enemiein 
meceſſitie 5; for rhereby you doe your good will 6 

offer. your: evemy unto Almighty God, int 

ne him. fron .comity- and: enill, to peace a 
woadngfestfiod. 1-64 112v ev mnt ani 

Lam.g, - | Saint James ſaith,” Hee that turneth «ft: 
19.20. Fer from Cong one of bis Way, ſhall ſaue a ſont 
from death; and ſhall couer a mwltit de of (ii 

In whata ifenrefull caſe are they chat.13 

fice many to che deuill, driving them 9 

s | en 


Heb.13.16. 
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8 cenmitie, or drawing them by evill allures 

BE ments, and navghtie examples as I bave 

Wl done. He that will offer the ſweer ſacrifice 
of turning others vnto God,muſt firſt with © 

all diligence turne himfelfe from finnej that 

Wl his life and converſation-may be holy, and 

Ef vnblameable; for then'orbers will beleeue 
BY that God is in him, andtherefore they will 
'  hauc a good opinion of bim. All peepleby 
/E the light of naturall resſon , doe honour 
» Yvertue and honeſtie,/Bur if 'your behaviour 
be faultie, as mine i5, and ever hath beene, 


4 


| 
[I you are vofic to turde6thers, beeing wor 
*M turned your ſelfe, * 29 990471 
) 
w 
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© Secondly; if your conſcience beecleate, 
and your converſation faulclefſe; you my 
"WI not diſdainefinners, as the proud Pharife 
W did; for then you marre all; becauſe prides _ 
"= of the devil], andGod refiſteth the proud, 
"WBut you muft pitic their caſe that doe euil, 
and mourne for them,as King Dania did. 

Thirdly; you muſt pray deuourly ynre 
od for them; that he will merciftilly of- 
Jaine ſome meanes ro'deliuer thetn out' of 
he deuils bondage ; andthat it may pleaſe 
im, to giue youthe grace,to be one of his 
rorkemen' in ſo honourable a bulineſle, - 


" Fourthly, you muſt wait for any ficocca- 
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fon thar you may humbly and kindly in, 
treate them co conſider well in what a dan. 
gerous calc they are ; diſplealing God, ſer« 
yiog the Devil, and working their owng 
deftruion.If you ſee,or heare that any yes 
der your goucrament doe Gane, whether jg 
be your child;or your ſeruir,you are bound 
wo Lok them-from their fine, by faire 
meanes if it may be; elſe by correQtion and 
puai £7217; 


. 


(hmear, --- | 


Bur if you ſee any ſuch ſinners, as are your 
bettersin degree, orſuch as you hauenat 
the heart co rebuke, you muſt ſo much the 
more earneſtly pray vnto God for them,and 
ſtrive more painefu}}y ro ſhew them by the 
light of your converſation whattbey ought 


When you goc about to tell any one 
WmsHulr,take Godin your mind, and bum. 

' ble your heart; chat you maydoeicinthe 
ſpiritiof meckeneflc, gentlenes, peaceable- 
fs, and patiencezcarefully keeping out an- 
ger; torthe-wratb of manworketh not the 
:ighteouſnefle of Gad, A 
Hethar doth warthily receiue' the holy 
Sacrament of Chriſts, bodie ; and blood; 
doth offer yaro God many ſacrifices togt+ 
- ther: for char Sacrament is @ repreſenratks 
| ol 
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on & ſetting forth of the ſacrifice of Chriſt, 
who ypon the creſſe offered himſelfe vnte 
God che Father ro pacifie his wrath , andro 
purchaſe his-grace forall people: wheres 
upon almighty God doth offer his gracious 
pardon, and heauenly bleſſings ro all that 
will worthily receive them, And if you 
will worthily receiue the bodie, and blood. 
of Chriſt, you muſt offer ynuro Ged, firſt a 
ſorrowſull heart for your ſfinnes, confeſſing 
them to his glorie and your ſhatme;Secopd- 
Ky, you muſt offer voto God the ſacrificeof 
faith in Ieſus Chriſt ,. belecuing verily that 
he is the onely ſonne of God, God & man, 
& crying vnto God for mercy ip his name, 
beſeeching God thar for Chrifts ſake hee 
will forgiue you your finnes,& cleanſe you 
from all Gofulneſſe, Thirdly, you muſt of* —- 
fer ynto God a charitable heart rowards all 


ifit be notin charicie , yeaſerled to keepe 
the voity of the ſpirit in the bend of peace, 
Fourthly , you muſt offer your ſelfe wholly 
ynto God, to doe and to ſuffer his geod 
pleaſure. Fiftly, you muſt offer bumbleand 
hearty praiſe yoto God, for all his gracious 
ifts given vnto mankinde; ſpecially for gi- 
ing his onely ſoone Ieſus Chriſt, robe our 
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pcople:for God will not accept your heart, "4 


a6 Theburthey of as \. 
Sauiour.: Sixtly, you muſt 'offer of your 
oads a firſt fruits vynto God-, towards the 
Eoalying of bread and wine for the comp 
munion;towards the releefe of the Miniſter 
and of the poore. I uo * {18 
By Baptiſme yee arc graffed into Teſus 
Chriſt , as if branches of a wild yine were 
graffed into a true vine; and by worthy re- 
ceiving the holy Communion of Chriſt 
bodice and blood, yee are fedde and filled 
with the graces of Chriſt, as graffes are 
nouriſhed with the ſap of that tree, where. 
upon they are graffed, I wicked wretchre- 
ceived at firſt for faſhion ſake, negligently: 
afterward inclining tothe Roman religion, 
I receiued for feare of the laws of this land, 
againſt my will diſdaincfully; reckoning 1 
as a thing of naught, which I received 
Whereby , Ido thinke in my conſcience, 
did ſore diſpleaſe almighty God. The Lott 
Jeſus Chrift giue grace,that no man or we 
man may hereafter receiue his body and 
blood vaworthily, ; 
I was not giuen topray vnto God , ne 
indeede knew how to pray, 'and therefc 
 Wasnot blefſed inthat which 1 did praQiile 
All people be carefull to praie alwaics il 
the beginnjog, continuance, and ending © 


. 
- tx 
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811 good imployment.Whenſoeuer you are. 
abour to thinke,to(ſay,or to. doeany thing, 
pray vnto God,thathe will for Chrifts ſake 
-giue you the grace to thinke. ſay, and doe 
his will ;- and for every blefling which hee 
giveth vnto you, be mindefull and forward 
to giue bim thankes, When you purpoſero - 
pray vnto him, orto: praiſe him, quicken 
your faith in this manner: firſt belecne thar 
you are inthe fight, and hearing-of God 
belecuc it ſo verily,as you did ſee him with 
your bodily cies. Secondly, confider his al- 
mightie Maicſtic, and your ownevile baſe- 
nes, being as you are a ſinner, duſt & aſhes, 
and thereupon humble your. heart, as if 
you - would caſt you ſelfe flatte: ypon the 
ground before him, Thirdly, with all reues 
reace, anddiligent diſcretionlife yp your 
minde, and ytter your heart ynto-him. You 
may well praie ro God, or praiſe-him in 
your heart, although your mouth ſpeake it 
not: þut you cannot well ſpeake vnto him 
with your mouth, volefſe-your beart-doe 
wholly intend and thinke vypon that which 


pou ſaie: for it is your heart that God gives 


eed ynto, In your praicr and thankeſgi- 
ving ſhunne the pride of words; for God 
loneth plaine ſpeech: and vie no needeleſle 
B 4 eir- 
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circumſtance gbecduſe hee loveth no-idle 
wards, Bevery carefull,and tearefull,leaft 
in any thing that you ſay vatohim,. you 
-difpleaſe tim; for we are apt to dilpleaſe 
-God euery way , yea cuen when we thinke 
to pleaſe him, Pray verie leiſurely ; forbaſt 1 
-maketh waſt.” Becauſe I wanted inſtruQi. WW: 
on how to pray, I am defirous to help others iſ 
the beſtthat I can, Let your: firſt prayer be Iſ 
for the forgiueneſſe of your (mnes, in ſome Ft 

| 

| 

| 


ſuch manner as this: O Almighty and moſt 
dreadful! Lord God, I loathſome finnergvn- 
worthy to live in thy ſight, do humbly be» 
ſeech thee; that for thy onely ſonne Ieſus 
Chriſts ſake, thou wilt youchſafe to forgiue 
me wy finnes,and to clenſe me from wy:lin- 
fulnes, that 1 may bethine humble andtrue 
ſeruant: for vnro thee all honour and glorie 
is due, world without ende, Amen, 
When you purpoſe torthinke vpor, 'to 
ſpeake, or ro doe any thing, pray for grace, 
and good ſpeed; O Almightic God, Lord 
of heaven, andearth, the onely giuer of all 
good ſpeed, and: profperity, Ibeſeech thee 
_ toforgive me my finnes,and foto blefie me 
. inchis bufinefſe which now 1 doe intend, 
that it may bee proſperous to thy glorie, 
thorough leſus Chriſt: thine oncly So 
of whe 


'* Joaden ronſcience, © Tg 
who with thee, add the holy Ghoſt, three 
perſons,and one'God,be honouredin hart, 
word , and deede, henceforth for euer, and 
euer. Amen. (6 

When you teceiue any blefling, or pro- 
ſperitie from'God, praiſe him heartily: O 
moſt bleſſed and bountifull Lord God, 
whatam I, thar thou giueſt ſuch blefſing 
ynto me? [am 32 vile finner , worthy of no- 
thing but miſerie,and damnarion:and ther- 
fore it is thy meere mercie, thatlam thus 
blefled. O good Lord ,} ] humbly beſeech 
theeto continue thy .gracious fauour to- 
wards me,and to make me eucry way viifai- 
ned!y chankfull ynto thee for the ſame,tho- 
rouch Teſus'Chrift thine onely Sonne, who 
withthee and the holy GhofQt,three perſons. 
and one God, bee vnfainedly praiſed for e- 
ver, and ever. Amen. - 

When ficknefſe,or any aduerfitie falleth 
ypon you, the firſt thing that'you do, bible 
your l{elfe ynto God:'O moſt holy, & righ- 
teous Lord God, I doe confefle that thou 
maieſt iuſtly deſiroic me bodie and ſoule, 
for my many and greivous finnes , wheres. 

ithI havedaily, and hourely diſpleaſed 
thee all nay life long : therefore I am bound 
co praiſe thee, becauſc they haſt ſuffred = 
a 
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all chis while, and now doeſt ſo fauourably 
chaflen me,to the end thar Lſbould repent, 
and not be condemned, O moſt. Miphtie 
Lord, nothing can happen vnta@ mee with, 
 .out thine ordinance, Therefore-Ibeſeech 
thee, that I may bumblie ,partientlie'; and 
thankefullic take this thy correCtion,tothe 
amendment of iny life, and to the glory of 
thy ; bleſſed name, through leſus Chriſt 
\ thinconelie Sonne,who with thee , andthy 
holy Ghoſt, three perſons and one God, be 
rightly worſhippsd,obeied,and praiſed for 
euer,and cuer. Amen. ; 432M 
When avy croſle, or aduerfitie doth lic 
ſo heauie vponyou,that you cannot endure 
ir, make humble ſupplication 'ro God; ON 
Father of mercie, and God of all comfor;, 
_ Ivile wretch am much grieued vnder the 
burthen of my finnes;and thou haft not laid 
the whole weight of themypon mee ; I doe 
heartily thank thee,that chou haſt not ouer- 
whelmed mee with thy dreadfull wrath, 
which I haue all my life time deſerved; and 
alſo I humbly beſcech thee, that if it may 
ſtand with thy good pleaſure, thou wilt 
youchlafe to eaſe me of this, which I now 
ſufter; that I may be the becter able to doe 
thee {ervice;butif it pleaſe thee nor,thy wil 
# 


_ 
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vi is boly, thy will be done: onely youchſafe 
" me comfort & patience,moſt bleſſed Lord; 
"Y chat thy holy:name maie be glorified of me 
. in mine obedient ſuffering, through Teſus 


Chriſt thine onely Sonne,, who with thee, 
and the holy Ghoſt, three perſons, and one 
God, be honoured and-praiſed for cuer, 
and euer. Amen. | 

I was not accuſtomed to ſay grace when 
I was younge, but-ſomerime ſaid ir for a 
"HE vaine glory, and finding the faſhion of the 
'E worldrto belike voto the manner of bruite 
'B bcaſtes following nature , and not grace, I 
"'E becamea beaſt my ſelfe, falling ro meate = 
"H withour any acknowledgement of Gods 
) goodnefle, Afterward finding thar Teſus - 
' Chriſt himſclfe, andall good Chriftians, v- 
ſed to ſay grace, I was touched in conſci= 
'F ence, & mcantto vic it, but hauing not the 
power to ſubdue mine owne will, nor the 
heart to contrarie the courſe of them with 
who I lived; Iremained as areprobare, vn- 
couth & ynframeable to cuery good work: 

All people, for Gods ſake , accuſtome 
your ſelues to haue grace before , and afcer 
you cate, anddrinke, If. it ſeeme vacouth 
vnto you, as it doth:to many people , be af- 


frajd:for it is an.ill igne ſhewing that your 
| heart 
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heart is a firanger to God, 'and if you bee 
firaungeto himhbe wil be firaunge ro you, 
Therefore by anie means ouercome that ill 
qualirie, and give your ſelfe ro grace, But 
you maic ſay, it.is ſo out of vſc with moſt 
folk,thart if I offer co ſay grace among the, 
they will think ſcornefully of me,& reckon 
me a preciſe fooliſh bodie: ] anſwer, firt,if 
you be the Diſciple of Chriſt; you ſerue a 
' £00d maſter,benot aſhamed of him and his 
f tuice , leaſthee be. aſhamed of you at the 
day of iudgemenr, Secondly, if youfor ſer- 
' ving God be ill thought of , a blefſed ſoule 
areyou, It is 2 great tauour of God, if hee 
vouchſafero giue you the graceto ſuffer 2» 
, By wrong for his ſake. For gaeatis their re» 

ward in heaven, that are anie way perſecu» i 
ted for righteouſneſle ſake, | 

Grace before meate, 

- Oblefled LordGod, Ihumbjie beſeech 
thee to pardowmy finnes, and to blefle the 
foode, which ir pleaſerh thee to giue: mee; 
that] may be thereby nouriſhed, and made 
ableto doe the true {ervice in my calling, 
rhrough Ieſus Chriſt thine onely Soune out 
Lord,and Saviour. Amen. * 1304 


Grace after you hane exten, 
and drunken, 


Q. moſt. 
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O moſt mercifull Lord God, Iam bound' 
co giue thee humble and hearty:thanks ,for. 
thy manifold bleſſings giuen-yacome,& to: 
all mankind,. Therefore I beſeech thee to; 
oiuve megrace,, that I may bee continually. 
thankefull vnto thee, through Ieſus Chciſk 
thine onely Sonne our Lord, Amen. it 

Vſeoftento ſay the Lords prajer, ſocal- 
led becauſe our Lord Icfus Chriſt made ir; 
and taught it his Diſciples, It is amoſt hes! 
venly praicr,ſhort and ſweet,containingall. 
that we need in few words, Therefore. you 
muſt ſay ic yery leaſurely.,, and alſo ynder- 
ſtandingly, . - /, 7 Hig 
According to my weake ynderfianding,: 
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I will by the grace of God, briefly optn Tye Lords 


O Father of Ieſus Chriſt, and through him * 
the father of allrrue Chriſtians; ot- which. -- 
number I cruſt, that by thy grace I am ane; 
Thy glorious maicefty and powerfull-great- 
| nefle filleth heauen and earth;bur in heaven 
| thy ioyfull countenance is to be ſcene. Thy: 
name is Holy: -O lecthe holinefſe thereof 
be eucry day more and more ſet forth , that 
al the world may honor thee in hart, word, 
and deede, Thou' art: the onely-rigbitull 
King ofheauen and earth: bur-the ane 
Y 


vnto you the meaning of the Lords praier: money | 


by temptation hath made vs rebell againſt 
thee:O ler the kingdom of thy grace come i 
jnro'our hearts, and pur out Satan for euct- i 
more. Thine Angells, and Saints inſheaven iſ 
docalrogether obey thy will,O graunt'char 
we children of men here vpon carth maie 
likewiſe be obedienr vntothee in al things, 
Our bodies doe daily neede che comforta- 
ble ſupplie of food , raiment', lodging;and 
ſuch like; O giue vs therfore ſuch continu- 
allcomforr, as thou knoweſt we cannot be 
withoutzand becauſe it is dangerous to out 
ſoules to haue too much,” or too little of 
worldly goods, we beſcech thee to giuevs 
neither more, norleſſe; bur'iuſt ſo much, 
as bythy grace, may beſt fir vs to ſerue and 
Pleaſe rhee, Our ſinnes doe deſerue thy 
wrathfull vengeance, andeuerlaſting tor» 
ment in hell fire:yet of thy wonderfull mer- 
cie 'thou doeſt offer vnto vs thy gracious 
pardonthrough Ieſus Chriſt, with conditis 
on,, that we ſhall heartily forgiue all that 
oftcud vs; O 200d Lord we doe forgive 
them from the bottome of 'our hearts: and 
as we doe forgiue them, and nor ſeeke re-. 
venge againſt them; ſo we pray thee to for- 
give vs, and not to laie thy heauje yenge- 
ancevponyse. "112 


The 


- |... _ __ 


| oadey ct 
The deuill by meanes of this world , and 
ur owne naughtie inclination ,-can- eafily” 
ucrcamevys,and tempt.ys:tohis pleaſure; 
[Therefore we beſeechrthee, that thou wil: 
ot giue vs ouer into his hids;bue by-thine 
\ [mjghtie goednes preſerue vs from Satan; 
and all his partakers.Forthe kingdom of all 
dlcfiednes is thine;thou art the right owner 
ff all g0odnefle : all power commeth from 
hee,& therefore all glory and praiſe is due 
dnely to thee, O Father Almightie with thy 
Sonne, and thy holie Ghoſt, for cuermore; 
Beit cuen ſo, Amen. | __ {2 ef31 
Pray often and with great deuotion-vnto 
od,that all Chriſtian people maybe knit: 
ogether by the holy Ghoſt-in one faith, 
and one charitie,and ſhew forch che migh- 
y power of God in their lives and-conuer- 
ſations; that the Tewes, Turkes;and all mi{-- 
belecuing people, maie therby take knows 
ledge that Chriſtian religion is the onely 
true worſhippingand ſervice of God, /and 
thereupon turne to be rrue Chriftians. For 
it is not warre ,nor worldly conqueſt chat. 
urneth, people vnto God; bur the holy 
praiers , and-heaucvly lives of chem that 
lerue Gods - +» 1 5 207% 
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F God will not hold him guiltleſſe:tha 

| birwar: his name in yaine, wharſhall be. 
come of me,who haue all my life time moſt 
'orieuouſly raken. his name in vaine}, eueris 
Lind of way.For firſt, I profeſſe my ſelfe a 
Chriſtian ; that is, 2 child of God through 
Jeſus Chriſt, but indeed IT haue bin herets- 
fore the child of the devil] : becauſe I have 
done his will,and not Gods will. Secondly, 
Icrookevpon metobea Miniſter of Chriſt; 
that is,'a meſſenger {ent of God to ioyne 
with the holy Ghoſt in training people to 
be children of G6d; burindeed 1 ieyned in 
workewiththe deuil}'to make people his 
children.,The verie name,and word of God 
I-vied vainely,raſhly,voreuerently;and:yn- 
diſcreetly ,'to glorifie and pleaſe my elſe; , 
not to glorifie and pleaſe him, " 
All Chriſtians , rake heed to'your ſelues, 
if you weare the Kings liuerie,, ſerue pot  , 
theKings enemie, You werechtriſtened ih 
the name of the Farther , and of the Sonne, 
and of the holy Ghoſt: therfore ſerue God; 
andnot the deuill},- leaſt it be prooued as 
gainſt you at the day of judgemrnt , that 
ye tooke Gods name in vaine, andſe ye be 
found guiltie, Acthat day neicher ſhall tbe 
"A one- 
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loaden conſcience. - 7 
one! aching, nor the ancly! hearing of 
Gods Lyr be pt ern » for back Ar 9" 
name of God in vaine, becauſe'the one 
preacheth and praQtiſeth notzthe other hea» 
reth, and doth notche will of God; there» 
fore both ſhall be caſt away, with this grie- 


vous ſentence, / kyow you not, away from me \,_. 


- 
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nee workers of unrighteouſmeſſe, |) 011 5 
Therefore frame your ſelues ro: beabe- 
dient ynto:your Lord;''and doenot thinke, 
ſpcake, write, heare,orprofeſle hisname;or 
his word without due diſcrerion, and great 
reuerente/ 7 301 $02 12d 22.597 12676 Yak 
Doinot make ſo light reckoning of your 
God, as to vſc his name, or his wordin idle- 
nefſe, : i OQULSI 2 
Ic is idle to call vpon the name of God” © 
withour good cauſe, and reuerenr- nianners 
as ſome will fay, O God, whar-aieft is thisz 
O Ieſu, who euer heard rhe like! Imany ſuch 
ſpeaking you are too bold with your God. 
Ic is alſo a vaine taking of Gods name, 
to praiſe him in ſcorhing or blaming .0- 
thers; as ſome will.not be content tofay of 
ar idle bodie, he liverthidlely; bur they will 
ſay, God be thanked hee livetlvidlelie z © 
doe not thanke God for any finne;, becauſe 
you ſhould ſo doe him great A 
: - A al; 
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allthings he cannot abide to be noted ag 
the cauſe of 'finne, which is farre from his 
molt holy\nature., Be not a common {wea- 
rer:for aman given to ſwearing, (hal be fil. 
led with wickednes. You ovght not to call 
Ged to witneſle,vnles there be great need, 
and none other meanes to make the'truth 
known. O how grieuous it is roheare peo- 
 plc,old and youpg ſweare by God, without 
feare of his:diſpleaſure. Some ſweare notby 
God, but.by their feich, and troth; by the 
Maſlc, by ſome Saint,by gold,and filuer, & 
many other waics.But doe not you ſec:forit 
ters.7- ts diſpleafing to God ro (weare by that 
which isnot God, E. C: 
Itis called ſwearing when any ſay,Gods 
wounds ; Gods blood, Gods heart, Gods 
nailes, Gads foote,&c. but you fhall heare 
what Chriſt will cal it, when he commeth to 
indgemeunr, In the meave time yſe no ſuch 
raging ſpeeches; for they gricuouſly take 
thename of Godin yaine;/ 
Bleſle. your ſelfe from curfing and bat. 
Luk 9.5r, Dig: for curſing is the vengeance of God, 
$:23354, Hee that; wiſheth vepgeance to fall.ypon 
his yerie enetnie, had need be well aduiſed 
what-ſpicig is within him, Take heed how 
you beare the word of God,that you be not 
reglt 


laden conſcience, 29 
negligent,nor contentious, nordaintie,nor 
yvaine-glorious; but diligently hunger and 
thirſt for the pure and plaine word of God, 
which if you receive in meckenesg, it is able 
to ſaue your ſoule, er 
Some make ieſtes of Gods word; bur: 
do not you ſe, For itis iltieſting with edge 
tooles, 
De not alleadge any part of Gods word 
but to a good and godly-ende, and inthe 
care of God. | 
Take heede how you make any vowe to 
od, or how you promiſe'any thing with 
n oth;for when you haue yowed or ſworn, 
your ſoule is bound, Therefore before you 


ndin your power to performe t and when 
70u have made ſuch a yow, rather looſe 
our life then breake it; Ieſus Chriſt keepe 
'ou from being. a vow-breaker, as I am, 
Mock no body with their pouerty,lame- 
es, blindnes,or with any thing which they 
annot help,leaſt you take the name of God 
vaine,For Salomon ſaith, He that mocketh 
ve poore reproacheth hu maker. 
' Itis # moſt horrible thing to blaſpheme 
lmightie God; that is, to thinke or vrter 
y thing diſhoneurable voto him. It is 
| C2 - dane 
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dangerous in ſome things to ſpeake that of 
God, which isxrue, Becauſe our blind yn, 
derſtanding is not able to ſee the depth of 
his wiſdome and righteouſneſſe. Therefore 
it is your ſafeſt way, to be throughly per. 
{waded., that God in whatſoeuer he doth, 
or ſufferecth to bee done, is moſt perfely 
wiſe and righteous ; and to refraine your 
minde from prying into the high queſtions 
of Gods foreknowledge and predcfiinati. 
on; for the more you look vponthe funne, 
the worſe you ſhall ſee, and the more you 
ſecke-into the ſecrers of God, the weaket 
will your ynderſtanding be. 
Whatſoever calamitie, er miſerie falleth 
ypon you, acknowledge your felfe to have 
deſerued ir, yea and: much mort, Submit 
your' heart wholly ro.God, and-praiſe hin 
a5 well for aduerbitie, as for proſperity: fot 
that is znecte, and right; So you ſhall bel 
pleate him, and moſt caſe your feife. Th 
that: wickedly blame God for-any rhiny 
which commeth co paſſe,do both wrong hi 
bleficd Maicftic, and butt chemſclues. Al 
though all things goe croſſe, and contrati 
vnto you; yet praiſe ad blefle the name 
God continually, yea to the. death, andi 
dying, Neuer deſpaire of Gods ogodnels 
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but confeſſe his righteouſneſſe,'and your 
owne vnrighteouſneſſe, and ſo-yecld your 
ſelfe ro his good pleaſure, 


Neuer kepre holy the Sabbath ,; and 
therefore am full of vnholinefſe, 1 for- 
ſooke the Church' ro: follew cuerie vaine 
pleaſure or worldly profit. 1rravelled vpon 
1} Sundaics in ſervice-time. And When T went 
i. 'o Church, the deuill perſwaded.mec to 
come late,thac I might tartie the lefſe while 
there, Comming into the Church, I rooke 
no heed that I came into the houſe of God, 
Fx to pray vnto him, & ro learne my dutie out 
of his word; and firſt I leaned vporr a ſeate, 
or kneeled charily vpon one knee, hiding 


if Dighc thinke Ipraied,, when indeedeTei- 
x} *her ſaid nothing , or with no deuotion.} I 
i little regarded what the Miniſter praied, or 
what he readin the word of Godz: anditf 
there were any ſermon, I minded' riot te 
heare it; but wiſhed for an ende of ſervice 
and ſermon, that I might goe ro my dinner, 
and then co my vainedelights. Asfor euc- 
ning praierleither loſt it,or came ſhort vn» 
to it, or howſoeuct I made no/ reckoning 
of ic, being wholy giuenco fooliſh paſtime. 

C 3 Thus 
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Thus I made Sunday the worſt day of the 
weeke, and my lclfe the worſt finner in all 
the world. But doe you make it the beſt 
day ofthe weeke,, that you may bee cuery 
Sabbark daie, by the grace of God, made 
better and berrer; till ar the length you be 
fit ro enter intothe everlaſting Sabbath, & 
reſt of God in heauen.' Thereforeleauing 
m7 worldly affaires, and weaning your 

earts from all pleaſures of finne, you muſt 
defirouſly intend to keep holy the Sabbath 
daie, Ariſeeatly in the morning, fall down 
ypon your knees, and humblie praie vnto 
God, that he will giuc- you graceto keepe 
holy his ſabbath daic, according to his wil. 

Prepare your ſelfe ſo carefully ro go 
vntothe Church, as if you were to goe out 
of this world into heauen, Bee nor deckt in 
your apparrell,as if you were to plaie a patt 
in a ſtage-play, or a may-game ; but come 
into Gods houſe, as an humble ſuicer, in 
ſuch Chriſtian plaineneſſe of raiment, 3s 
decently may ſhewe the lowlineſſe of 
your heart; leaſt you diſpleaſe God and his 
Angels; and give much offence to Gods 
people, yea,and hinder' your owne deuotir 
on; as I haue done. Alas! I have beene cx- 
ceeding vaine;, and tooke great pride in 


com- 
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comming gaily to Church, andſo'T'quen-< 
ched all deſire of feruing God, defiring 
cheifly to ſec and to be ſeene, ©. 
Come to Church with'the firſt, and not 
with the laſt, leaſt you come too late to 
ſpeed. Bee defirous and more Ggelighted 


to ſerue God,then to doany thing els, For 


iris heeto whom you muſt truſt, all other 
things will deceive you, and forſake you, If 
you bee diligent toſerue God, hee will be 
carctullco ſaue you, hee will loue you, he 
will come ynto you;and dwell with you, 
When you enter into the Church, humble 
your hearts, knecle down ypon your knees, 
life vp your minde to God, cric him mercie 
for your finns, craue/his grace in'Chriſt Te- 
ſus,that you may truly pleaſe him inall that 
you thinke, ſay, or doe. 

When the Minifter readeth the prayers 
appointed,ioyn you with him;thinkon that 
which hereadeth word by word; and at the 
ende of euery praier , ſayheartily, Amen, 
When any part of Gods word is read, giue 
diligent eare,as though God himſelfe ſpake 
ynto you from heauen. When the Miniſter 
or any other is about to preach, pray ear- 
neſtly to God in your heart, that God will 


give him grace rightly to ynderſtand, and 
C 4 well 
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wellcovtter that which is needefull to bee Ml: 

preached. Doe not defire to; heare fine 
words, or wittie conceits; for the ward of 

Godis moſt powerfull to ſaluation,whenir | 
is molt plainely preached: becauſe the mind 
intending onely thewillof God, the heart 
yeeldeth wholy 10 the working of the holy 
Ghoſt, Altbough the Preacher be long in 
his ſermon,yet be nor weary, but give heed 
to his words yntill he haus made. an cade; 
for itis a diſhonour voto God , if you neg» 
lect to heare his meſſenger. Take heed that 
youdo not giuc any occalionto other folk 
to turne their minde from ſeruing God , to 
gaze vpon you, orto looke vpey any thing 
which you bring into the.church with you; 
for ſo you ſhould doe much harme vnto 
them, and wrong vato God, All the while 

that youare in the Church, keep your mind. 
ſteadfaſtly vpon God; let nothing mooue 
you to turn your Cies this way or that Ways 
ut a5 a diligent waiting man, attend vpen 
your Lord and maſter, who will be greatly 
pleaſed ro ſee your heart and miud ecarneftly 
intEded vnto him. Satan will praftiſe many 
deviſes to turn your heart from God, ſpeci- 

ally by ſhewing you fine 2nd beautiful wo- - 
men who doe, commenly come gliftering 


into 
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> the Chucch after ſeruiceis wel begun, 
dthen fit, or Rand in the fight of men, 
hen ſeruice is don, betake your ſelfe vn- 
> God,and depart out of che Churchyfor ic 
no fit place to talke of worldly matters. 
If you muſt needs reckon, or paie, or re- 
ive mony vpon the ſabbath day,yet let it 
afcer euening praier. 

Were I worthie to giue you counſe), you 
ould eate and drinke very meaſurably on 
undaie at dinner,that you might be the fit- 
rto ſerue God alſo in the afternoone.Ma- 
y come fieldom in the afternoone, becauſe 
Wcy cannot find in their heart to leaue their 
orldly pleaſure,or profit:and ſome think, 
ey can ſerue God ſo well ar home, as at 
hurch, But doe not you looſe _— 
ajer, leaſt youlooſe that which is praied 
r, Hee is no good ſeruant that will not 
ajite vpon his maſter both at dinner, and 
ſupper, And go you to Church, for there 
[the parriſh ioyneth in praicr with you, 
herefore you (hall be heard tbe ſooner. 
ome that you make leaſt reckoning of 
ay be in greater fauour with God , then 
our ſelfe,and then you ſhal ſpeed the ber- 
rin praying with them, What caulc ſoe- 


ryou alleadge of not coming to Church, 
others 
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others will be readie to follow yourexy 
ple : for they will thinke they. may as w, 
looſe their praiers,as you, 
The berrerdaie, the better deede:th 
foreloug to doe any worke of charitie 
ſuch as neede,vpon the Sabbath daietton 
leeve the poore,to viſit the ficke,to coun| 
the counſelleſſe,to comfort the conifortlt 
and to makepeace berweene parties th 
are at diſagreement, Delight not much 
worldly paſtime:for it is like theburning 
thornes,which make a great crackling fer 
little while:but by and by al the noiſe cot 
methto nothing.O take it ypon mine ex; 
rience; if you wedde your heart to world 
ioy,you ſhall in the end be joyleſle. Thet 
fore giue your minde to confider rightly! 
timeto come,and ſet your loue and delig 
vpon God, anda good conſcience: fort! 
is acontinuall feaft, which never willk 
ſakeyou. Andif you had once well taſted 
you woulda not exchigeit for al the woll 
good, I ſay againe, acquaint your het 
with heau@ly ioy berime; for as that cloz 
which is throughly died blacke will afte 
_ wards take none other colour , ſo the he 
which is fully poſſeſſed with the Joue 
worldly ioy, will verie hardly be —_ 
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loue the ioy of God. 
Our bleſſed Lord God for Ieſus Chriſts 
ſake vouchſafe ro giue you grace, that you 
may reſt in him,and ioy in him, which is the 
rightkceping holy of the Sabbath daie. 


c_ — — 


() The terrible wrath of almightie God! 

I horriblie diſhoneured my father & 
mother even from my birth, yntil they were 
dead and buried, Therefore I could never 
take good root in anieplace whitherſocuer 
I came: great meanes of happineſle have 
beene offered yntome, but through want 

W of grace I haue alwaies liued wretchedly, 

10 and runne into many grievous adverfities.I 
beganne to diſhonour, greeue,mocke, and* 
ſcorne my deare morher fo ſoone as I could , 
ſpeake; and fell into an helliſh vngratiouſ- 
nes, wherewith I have diſgraced, &miſuſed 
my ſelfe euer fince. In timealſo Tbeganne 
to diſhonour,& greeue my father;in which 
curſed finne 1 continued cill his death:ther- 
fore fewe 2nd troubleſome are the daies of 
my life;and that which is worſt of all, an e- 
uill end is falling vpon me. 

All children take warning by mee; ho- 
nour your parents in/heart, in word,and in 
deede,” Reuerence them, obey them dili- 

geatly, 
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ligently, and firive-to. pleaſe them,:Then 
- will God ſurely blefſe you, & you ſhall pro- 
ſper in bodie &ſoule.Bur if you wil belead 
by the-deuil ro deſpiſe your parents,ro dif- 
obey them, and greeue them, God will de- 
ſpiſe you,greeue you, and deſtroie you, It 
you have any way misbehaued your ſelves 
to you parents ,criethem.mercie vpoh yout 
knees,and humbly intreat them to pray vie 
to God,that he will forgiue you. _ | 

It your parents doe need your help, help 
thern to the verie vttermoſt of your power, 
When they be ficke, go vnto them, tarries- 
bout them, be readie,, and put forth your 
ſelfe to doc any thing for them. O that chil- 
dre did know what is the worth of a ſathet 
or mothers bleſſing, when their hearts be 
comforted by the dutifulnes of their child, 
They would rather then faile , creepe ypon 
their hands,and knees te plcaſe them. 

The Devil knoweth this to be true, and 
therefore blindeth childrens cies , and hat- 
deneth their harts,Jeaft they, by bonovuring 
their father and mother, ſheuld procureto 
themſelves the manifold bleſſings of God, 
When your parents die , mourne for them, 
and buriethem in ſcemely ſort. 

Neuer endure to ſay or heare anie word 

againſt 
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2gainft your father,or mother, 4 
If you haue 8ny grandfather, «nd grand- 
mother; you muſt honour them as your fa- 
ther , and mother, Honour your yncles, 
zuntes,, brechren, and fiſters,,” yea and all 
your Kindred,for your fathers,and morhers: 
ſake, Moreover, honout all them that haue 
beene freinds ro your father, and mother: 
you muſt honour the King as your Farher, 
for hee vnder God preſerueth you in peace 
P from iniurie and violence. You muſt loue 
* | your countrie, as your mother?for in ityow 
* were borne and broughe-vp. You muſt 
Ef bonorchem that are jn authoritie vnder the 
| King,and all your ſuperiours. For they are 
' meanes to keepe good order, that you maie- — 
'B liuca quicr life inall godlinefſe and hone- 
fie. Meddlenot with the Rtate-matters' 8- 
Bf douc your calling : foririsa ſpiceofa re- 
bellious nature to call the doings of higher 
powers into queſtion , and to finde faulc 
with them. Ifanie thing ſeeme amiſle,praie 
bumblie co God, that hee will mercifully 
cauſe jr ro beamended; and doe you care- 
fully endeauour to mende your owne (elfe. 
For it maie be that your fin is ſome part of 
cauſe, why ther is anie wit of grace in your 


goucruours, This is your beſt waie; and nor 
ro 
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to ſpeake cuill of thoſe which are in 4itho.. 
ritie,as I haue wickedly done. A 
You muſt honour Archbiſheps, and Bi. 
ſhops, and all Chrifts Miniſters as Fatbers, 
For their office is to feede your ſoules; ſpe- 
cially the Miniſter of the parriſh , wherein 
you live, who in matter of faluation is as a 
«Then, mother to nurſe you, & as a father to traine 
27-2 9. you,and teach you, Haue alwaies a reuerent 
&c, os - __ . | 
opinion of your miniſter:for otherwiſe you 
ſhall greatly indanger your ſoules,as I haue 
done. | 
If your heart be poſſeſſed with a diſlike 
of your Miniſter, goe to ſome other church 
to hearethe ſeruice of God vnrill you bein 
a better migde ; leaſt the ill conceit of the 
Miviſter make you to miſtake and be diſta- 
ſted with that which he preacheth,readeth, 
or prajeth, For then you ſhould be in a fear- 
full caſe, and the deuill would enter into 
you,and make you loath the holy ſeruice of 
God. 
Whiles you liue , bleſſe your ſelfe from 
Luk.1o, ſaying, and doing any thing that may diſa- 
ble the Miniſter of Chriſt ;for that were to 
deſpiſe Chrift himſelfe, | 
If you ſay , he is thus , and thus vnfit for 
his calling: Ianſwer,as before,if he bee ſo, 


you 
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zu are bound to praie thac he may be a- 
ended. What warrant haue youto iudge 
ods Miniſter?Take heed. 

[ was once anaughtie {eruant, and there- 
re do intreat all leruants ro honour them 
hoſe ſeruats they are,as if they were their 
thers, and mothers, reuerenciog, obey- 
g, and ſeruing chem faithfully, Bleſſed 
call good ſeruants:for whether their ma- 
ers viethem well,or no,God will noc failz 
> powre his blefling vpon them. Bur he 
ill ſurely puniſh naughtic ſeruants, and 
aughtie Maſters. | 

Honour all your freinds,and wel willers: 
vr they are, or would be, as your parents, 
eans to preſerue you, Hate my barbarous 
ropertie, and neuer beynkind to any that 
ath been kind co you, although he be tur- 
ed from afreind to an encmie. 

One vnkindnes, yea many cimes a falſe ſu- 
pition of ynkindnefle hath made me diſho+ 
our my kind freinds; But if you will pleaſe 

od, practiſe the contrarie, ler not many. 
okiodneſſes cauſe you to forger one kind- 
es; bur let one kindnes put many vnkind- 
efles quite out of minde. 

Reverence your elders , and all chax are 


n auy gift or grace of God berterthen ou 
or 
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for they are as fathers & morhers vntoy, 
to doe you ſome good,ar leaſt by exany 
God made all people in his owae li 
nefle,and there is none {o lowe but that} 
maie one way or other do you good, atle 
by exerciſing your patience if he be fault 
or your cnemie; much more by praying | 
you, if you giue him cauſe ſo to doe: ther 
fore honour all people, euen your ener 
And let your owne conuerſation be wile! 
vertuous, leaſt you doe as I have done, al 
ſhonouring God that made you , your pull 
rents that brought you forth and nouriſna 
you,your gouernours that have therulin 
of you, your freinds that fauour,and furwa 
you: for you doing euill is a diſcredit va 
them al:yea,if your behauiour be-not goo 
you diſhonour all the world, for if you d6 
reſpetthemas Gods people ought t81 
reſpeQed, you will be aſhamed that all 
ſhould {ec,or beare any euill of you. 
All Parents and bringers vp of chilar 
nurture them while they be young to fea 
God and honour you,for ſothey wil be? 
med to honour all others, But if infor 
loue you make your childre your fellowe 
orby ill behaviour cauſe them to thinit 
vnreverently of you, how can they kinde) 


oF 
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erforme their dutie vhto you; 


4 O that parents did ſo-loue their children, 
that their ſpeciall care-might be:to make 
them lowely and louely'ro God, and te all 
people;O Lord Ieſu, I humbly beleech thee 
to ſay, Amen, ' 116 'g 311] 

I ama murderer inheart, in tongnre,:and 
in outward works,therefore cucrlaſting life 
isnot in me , my heart-is full of -vncharita» 
ll blenefſe, ready co miſlike any body; to ſur. 
"ll miſe cuill of them,and ts entertaine furjous 

© aoger,helliſh harred, andall deadly eamity: 
my congue is a ſharpe ſword wounding c- 
Y ven my friends; yea, Tamlike « fooleg that 


blindfolderh himſelfe and hurterh he careth -- 


not whom: when I.conceiue that any is ad- 
Wuerſarie ynro me, I ſpare no poyſon,bur re. 
ile him bitterly, I haue murthered manie 
ith an cuill cie, enuying theirproſperitie: 
Ml haue ſtricken and flung at others with a 
Wvurderous mind, I have cauſed quarreling 
W: fighting, T have cauſed ſome ro looſe the 

neans whereby they lived, I haue hindered 
Wthers from obtaining helps of preſeruing 
Wheir life, I have greedily kept in ſtore, and 
Wainely waſted that, thorough the want 


hereof many poore haue pincd with hun- 
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ger and cold;I haucindangered the {alan 
.on of others by ill.cxample , livipgamong 
them 3s one infected: with the plague; yea 
'many ſinnes like plague ſores breakibg and. 
running eur continually. . All people-rake 
warning by me, if you will not be guilticof 
murther,ſhunn allthe cauſes, and occafions 
thereof, Doe not endure to take any diſlike 
of man, woman, or childe; nor be too well 
conccited of your ſelfe, for then you ſhall 
beapttothinkeill of any body: O' that you 
knew into how many dangers you put yout 
ſelfe; 'when you begin to:diflike or deſpile 
any -body;| for euemas when your month is 
ourofraſt;youcannot reliſh any thing beit 
neuer {o:good ; ſo if your mind beillcon: 
ceitedof at-other, whatſocuecr hee faith « 
doth you condemnir.But you may fay,lnuy 
I not&jſlike ſuch as I doc heare'& ſcetoi 
cuill?-Lanſwerfirſt, you may by Gght #0 
hearing take your taſt amiſſe,as the Pharil 
Luk.it. did indiſliking the Publican ; whoſe hel 
was better liked of God then the Pbarili 
that diſhked him, Secondly,alrbough a0 
ther be-indecd ſo bad as you (ce:and hem 
thathe is; yet thou muſt diſlike him no# 
otherwiſe , then for your owne ſinnes 
diſlike your (elfe. Serric you are, and wit 
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diſpleaſed with your finnes, if you hea true 
chriſtii;bur yet you hate nor your ſelfe, you 
doe not raile ypon vour ſelfe; bur louing 
your ſelfe you bide your faults:So muſt you 
Joe to others: for if you loue them, loue co- 
zreth a multitude of finnes. Bur if you hate 
ny of Gods people you are a murderer: 
refore take heed, follow the counſell of 1.10, 
W*: holy Ghoſt, whatſocuer cauſe is giuen **7 
Fu to be angrie, pacific your ſelfe, and let eph 4 
Þ wrath Rtaic long in your heart, leaſt you 3%7+ 
tertaine the Deuill, who will fill you 
"With hate, and defire of revenge, If avy da 
tt you in word or deed, firſt confider 
1, whether you haue giuen any cauſe ei- 
r ſpecially rouching that partie, or by a- 
misbehauiour ; examine your heart be- 
ethe face of God, as he ſhall iudge your 
le,and if you find your ſelfe anie waic in 
r, crie God mercie both for your owne 
es,and for his that hath thercupon done 
barme, forif you had not giuen cauſe, 
<6 finned in harming you by word. 
nf . 
tifyour conſcience be cleare,thar you 
rt by them, re whom you hauegiven 
uſe,thC if you can hauerrue patience, 


Ire Gods owne child, If a manywere by 
| D 2 the 
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the Lawes ofthe Realme condemned to de 
a greiuous death, and might eſcape with 
condition that his coate ſhould be-bearen, 
and he take it patiently, it is tobe thoug 
that he would be verie glad of the conditi. 
on, 3nd ſtrive to be patient ; you are a ſin. 
ner, & therefore by the law of God worthy 
to ſuffer death in hel fire, where the damnet 
are cuer in extreame pangs of death, & y 
they ncuer die. God of his mercie offeret 
you pardon through Ieſus Chriſt, yp6 col 
dition that you ſhall patiently ſuffer thes 


EY verfitics and iniuries ofthis world, Th 
artrn. 


'3. +2 fore looke well to your ſelfe, and by yo 


24. 25- patience keep your {oule, leaſt breaking! 
condition you forfeit your pardon, & (0 
tormented, Take heed how you iudgeel 
ny bodie, far you may be many waies( 

Eeiued; euen in that which you ſee, mi 
more in that which you heare, and mol 
all inthat which you ſurmiſe. 

___ Doenot wiſh, no not imagine any © 
to happen ypon any of Gods people z# 
thinke, and wiſh welltogll, yea to yo! 
nemies, pray earneſily to God forti 
Doe nor reioyce to ſee, or heare any evi 
others, but ſorrowe and grieve atit;] 
greiue to ſee or heare of the proſpetit 


j 
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dthers, but reioyce atit, Then are you in 
charitie: els nor, }10 
Whatſpeuer aduerfitie-happeneth-vnto 
you, humble your ſelfe wo ,and take ir 
patiently,leaft you hurt both bodie & ſoule 
with worldly forrowe,as Ir haue done, Haue 
a good conſcience towards God, andbein 
charitie and peace With all peoples then no= 
thing can ouercome you. | 2, 
Be {low to ſpeake, and whenyou ſpeake 
let your ſpeach be gracious, powdred with 
heauenly ſalt, that you maic harmenone of 
HY Gods people in avie word chatyou vtrer. 
Y Þctore you ſpeake, be well aduiſed what 


you ſay : of whome, and to whome, what -- -- 


you ſay: for you muſt giue an account of c- 
Muery idle word, One needles word draweth 
out another, and commonly cauſeth much 
Yevill communication, Take heed of whom | 
you ſpeake:for you muſt not cal any bodies 
name into queſtion, vnlefle/ it be to{ome 
good and charitable purpoſe, Irisan hel- 
Mi property of mineto'occafon ſpeach of 
Wavic in place where they are likelie to be ill 
ſpoken.of , whereby 1 ſer them as a marke 
Wor others ro ſhoore at. 

Take heede ro whome you ſpeake: for 


lome are of that quality,rhat you can hard- 
* D 3 lie 
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laie afideznic thing' ro them, but they 
pick ſome evill our of it, Thereforclet yout 
words be few and wiſely ſpoken, 

Neuer ſpeak word to reproach any man, 
worman,or child, It is naught to revileo* 
enemie,worſe to ſpeak ill of him that never 
did you harme; but an horrible wickedne 
to diſgrace your friend.Some will faie, Isit 
pot lawfull to call a ſpade,a ſpade?] anſwer 
you by a notable example : S. Jude writeth 
that Michael the Archangel beeing in (trite 
with the devil, durſt not give anie reproc- 
fullword, Why durſt he not? Surely fot 
diſplezfing God.If ir be diſpleafing ro Gol 
thatan holie Angel ſhould ſpeake anyte- 
proachto the deuil,how can we ſafly quip, 
taunt, reuile, defame, curſe, and banne ove 
another? 

A wordof reproach is grieuous to hin 
of whome it is ſpoken, maketh others t0 
thinke hardly of him, and may cauſe hisde- 
firuQian. 

Curſers are wurtherers, for ifit pleat 
God to ſuffer their curſe to take effe, t! 
partie curſed is murdered by the deuill, 

They that ſooth & flatter others in euil 


are murderers: for they thruſt rhem forwait 
-1nto defiruQtion, | © 016 00 
Neue! 
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| Neuer practiſe any deceit todfiawano- 


ther into danger;for God hates bloed thir- 
ſtie and deccitfullmen, BOY 38 

Be not double rongued, to ſpeak faire rg 
ones face, and foule behind hisbacke. ' 

Makeno debate, nor be atale carrier:for 
all ſuch-are ſer a work by the deuill,to cauſe 
miſchiefe, and murther in the world. 

Vſe no man, woman, or cbild yncharita- 
bly: be kind to all;;and cruell to none. Bee 
carefull to ſuccour the needy, leaſt they pe- 
riſh through want of that which you mighr 
doe for them, Goe often to them'that are 
ficke, but goe with a good intent, to goed: 
purpoſe. Sickneſſe warneth thefick topre- 


parecowards heauen; Therefore you-muſt-- 


not talke much of earthly matters: for a 
ſmall rouch plucks him downeward, that is 
weakly going vp the hill; buthelphim = 
ward the beſt that you can with heauen 


communication, 
Take heede that you giue'nonecuill exe 


ample in word or deed, for it is like the poi-! 


ſoned infe&ion of the plague; which may 


e far, and cauſe the deſtruction of manie.. 


0 
- If you would beecleare from all blood-- 


guiltjneſſe, flee from enmitie;andlabourto 


be in peace,and to make peace. © © 
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'Tobc'inpeace; firftand foremoſt with 
God:for if there be enmity betweene God 
and you, you take the me to murder 
your owne ſoule : Secondly,it you canpoſ- 
bly with a good conſcience have peace 
with all people, yea ſue, and ſecke for it, 
Becauſe enmity can hardly bee without 
much- yncharicablenefle, And grievous is 
the danger thereof ; as I finde and. feele by 
wofull experience, If your waics-pleale | 
God, as mine did never, he will make your 
encmiesto beat peace with you. And then | 
you ſhalproſperouſly praCtiſc to be a make» / 
peace betweene God and your neighbour, - 
and between neighbour and neighbour,by 
your godly life and good.counſell. When | 
youſce or heare that any are in enmitie, pi- 
tie their caſe, as if their houſes were a fire, 
and they themſclues likely to be burned: 
pray ynto God for them, that they may be 
rightly agreed; and praQtiſe what good 
meanecs you can to quench the fire : but 
come not to0 neate it, leaft you bealſo fi- 
red; meddle not roo much with the peints 
in controuerhie: for it isa veric dangerous 
buſinefſe, Keepe your ſelfe alwaies indif- 
ferent , not holding with one, nor with the 
ether: fora partaker cannot be hang to. 


care 


loader conſcience. oT 
eare an euen hand beeweene them, Reme- 
r well the ſaying of Salomon, It is honour proge. 
camanto keepe himſelfe out of conten» 
On; but fooles will be medling. 
Striue to liue quietly:So ſhall you eſcape 
any troubles , preuent much miſcheife, 
id inioy manie bleſſings, 


Rk Las! how ſhall 1Idoe; without holi- 
&neflc none ſhall ſee God; I haue al- 
aies poſicefſed my bodie in voholinefle, 
Wd diſhonour ; for cuen from my childe. 
Woode I was, and am defiled with fleſhly 
Rt, which hath conſumed my bodie, and 
ankred my ſoule , ſothat lam before God -- 


moſt ougly monſter,& aderefiableloath- 
"me wretch, This helliſh fire was firſt kin- 
ed in my heart by ſeeing lewd behaviour, 
d hearkening to filthieralke , whereby I 
rew to be of {o beaſtly an imaginatis,thar 
ould hardly ſee or heare anie thing , but 
eſctly I turned it to ſome meaning of luſt, 
0 quevch this fire I ſometime thought vp- 
n Origens remedie, ſometime I purpoſed 
jariage, but all in vaine : for to this daie I 
Ontinue inflamed with it , and never had 
egrace to be freed from it. 


O all yechildren of men)liue in the feare | 
of 
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-of God 'and 'beginne'berimes to hate thi 
fooliſh and filthie finoe , for if ironce 
poſſeſſion of your hearr , it will haunt yi 
like an evill ſpirit, Therefore donotendy 
ro ſee,heare,orthinke anie vncleanneſle, 
anie beginne to talke, read, or ſing mart: 
of beaſtlinefle , lee out of their compani 
for it isthe deuill that ſerteth rhem a work 
to fire your hearts, Whatſocuer lewdballe 
_  booke, or piture commeth to your hand 
| feare it all ropeeces , or burne it to alhe 
for whoſocuer made it,the devuill deviledi 
for your defirution. 'If God doe ſce th 
you hare all cauſes of filthineſſe,he willou 
you deerely,and many excellent gracesbe 
will give vnto you, 

Parents,and gouernours of children, kee 
them carefully from the delight of this 
It is not good that boyes, and girles (hat 
lie in bed together,nor plaie in priuate plb 
ces:for the deuil watcherh his rime to woll 
his tempration vpon them. Ir is ſtrange, 
i ſhould not beleeve it, but that I rememde 
it, fince T was a child, how younglings Wl 
drawe one another to this filthy finne, 

All people, if you defire by the grace 0 
CGod,to be preſerued from this fierie filthi 

. nes,in the name of Jeſus Chriſt , ſettle 
heal 


hearts to praie,and to practiſe for chaictes & -- 
O moſt holy Lord God, who inthe be-. 
ginning ofthis world didſt make man and 
woman, and matrrie them together, ordai- 
ning that they ſhould with ſo yndefiled 
hearts increaſetheir kind, asineating and - 
drinking they nouriſh their bodie': But ec 
ver fince Sathan by rempration had drawne 
them away from thee, thine holy ordinance 
is broken, for people doe rather giue them» | 
ſelues tothe delight of beaſtly Juft ; then ro | 
the defire of bleſſed increaſe. Whereupen 
they pamper,and paint out themſelues,that 
they maie follow rheir filthines , and allure 
one an other thereunto, Moreouer bythe | 
procurement of our old enemie the Deuill, | 
this world is ſofull of temptation,tharT am 
continually in danger by ſecing,hearing,oz 
ſome one way or other to bee infeted by 
loathſome luſt: yea , although there were 
not ſuch abundance ef outward alluremets, 
yet mine own heart is readie to betraie me 
to the deuill. Therefore 1 doc humblie be- } 
ſeech thy bleſſed maicſty,that it may pleaſe 
thee to preſerue me from all temptations of # 
luſt all the daies of my life. Andifit be thy Þ! 
will that 1 ſhal-marrie,good Lord giue vn- | 


to me a yertuous wife, thatwe may chriſti- | 
anly } 
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nly live together,notin the ynſatiablehs 
of vncleannes, as they that know theena;; 
bur in ſuch godly teperance,that ourming 
may be holy, our bodies healchie, our chil 
dren,ifthy pleaſure be to ſend ys any, holy, 
and able ro doe thee ſeruice. Moſt mercilul 
God,graut me this my praier for thy ſon 
Jeſus Chriſts ſake, ro whom with thee, and 
the holy Ghoſt be all honour, and glotie 
henceforth for euermore, Amen. 

; Now with daily praier ieyne diligent 
practiſe.Giue your ſelues to ſome gooder- 
erciſe and labour,flie from idlenefle, Pam 
per not your bodies with gluttonie,&druv- 
keones, but vſe verie ſober diet; abhoral 
brauerie of apparel,be cloatbed only asbe- 
coinmeth a Chriſtian in your degree. 

Whatſocuer it be that mooueth you anie 
Way to the thought,or deſire of luft , leaue 
it,andturne fremir. | 

I doe heartily wiſh holines to all people, 
| butbeeing a wretched man, 1 doe ſpeciallic 

intend my confeſſion vnto men. 
- All men, young or old, I beſeech you giut 
{ Your heart and mind to holy thou ghts,and 
| heauevly defires,dereſt al motions of filthi- 


pefle, which tend todiſpleaſe God,and des 
| ftroie you bodie and ſoule, 1 
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loaden conſcience, 
| Donot muſe ef women, ner let your cies 
bee delighted in beholding their beautie | 
and fineneſle: giuenoregardto their coie! | 


behauiour, tripping, and dancing.Take no! _ | 
| 


pleaſure in hearing their delicare ralking, 
ſwecre ſinging , and amorous playing : for: 
the deuill is readie when you are anie waie 
rouched with delight of women, preſently 
ro kindle his fire in your heart. Benotmuch | _ 
familiar with any woman, ſpecially alones! | _ -. 


' 


for it wil cauſe danger toyou,and ſufpition | 


: 


to others, If youſee'a woman to be yerie- 
fellowly, iudge her not, for ſhee may be- | 
good;but be youa ſtranger vnto her, leaſt! 
Satan make younaught.Do not dallie,ief?, | 
or plaie with women, leaſtit happen vnto-... 
you , as tothe flic that plaieth abour the”! 
candle,till ſhe haue ſpoiled herflying. | 
As you muſt carefully kreepe your {elues! 
from beeing enflamed with luſt,ſo alſo yow! 
ought to take great heede, that you ging 
pone occaſionto enflame any of Gods peas 
ple. O what an helliſh part is ir/to ay b 
with the devill in tempting others! A man 4 
and his wife ſhould not dallic one with 1 
other in the ſighr of anie, no nor of theit. 
owne children, leaſt it mooue them co euil} - 


choughts. A hcachca man among heathet 


pec 


c The burthen of 4 
ople was pur to greatdiſgrace, becaiſe 
wn kifſed his wife in the fight of his daugh. 
eter. This is a notable example for Chriſtians 
that makeno conſcience to infeCt ethersb 
word, and deede, apparell, geſture, and e 
uerie way that can be deuiſed : you knowe 
P* that Chriſt faith, it were better for a manto 
| becaſt into the ſea with a milftone about 
| his necke, then to giue anic occafion to 
| makeanother to finne, 
|  Oyewomen,I pray you that for Chriſts 
| ſake yee will conſider, why God was fo 
| diſpleaſed with the daughters of Sion, for 
| their fineartire,and wanton behauiour:and 
! alſo why the boly Ghoſt doth will chriſtian 
: women to decke themſelues with vertues, 
and not with coftly raimeat : Surely it ſee- 
\meth ro me,that one cauſe is the great dan- 
;gerofmen, who are inticedro luſt by the 
\trimnefle of women, And is not an other 
cauſe the waſting of Gods goods ypon yain 
ornaments? Take hecede leaſt God doe one 
daie call you to a reckoning for cuerie pen- 
pie idlic beſtowed , and for eyery man b 
Your meancs tempted, O the modeftic of 
omen,what an heauenly preſeruatiue and _ 
temedic it is againſt luſt ! 
{ Young men pray humbly, &feruently to 
*% God, 
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loaden conſcience, 
od, that you be vor ſtained withluſt;and: 
'you find your bodies dangerouſly ſubie& 
ncreunto,ftriveto keep your minds cleane, 
Lacher chen yecld toany vnlawfull a& of 
Jeſhlinefle, intend your ſelfe to marrie:for 
narriage is an honourable calling, & holy 
defore God, It is farre better to be marri- 
d,and verie poore, with honeſtie:then ro 
2c vamaried,& very rich, with diſhoneſty. 
If you meane to marie,praie vnto God thas 
hee will giue you grace, well and wilely t6 

oucrne, and maincainea maried life:praie 
alſo that hee will match you with a godly 
wife, And as you praie, ſo praftiſe by all 
good means to procure the bleſſing which 


fe 


you praic for, Commending your ſelfe co - 


the pleaſure of God:be well aduifed before 
© make choice of a wife , and when you 

auc once ſetled your minde ; let nothing 
cauſe you to repent,or forſake your choiſe: 
I had beene a married man, and freed from 
the flames of luſt , but chat I gaue care to 
thoſe that diſliked the partie, whom:I had 
good cauſe to like & to loue , notwithſtan« 
ding whatſocuer they could {ay againſther: 
I was accurſcd,and therefor2 yaRcadfaſt in 
all good courſes. | 7 
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Beeing derermincd to marrie a Woman, 
IE, | hate 
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hate the thought of making her yourtq 
cubine, before ſhe be your lawful wife 
God in great diſpleaſuredoelay ſome 
plague or another vpon you. O that ya 
knew what a blefſednes it is for a man and; 
woman tocome intothe Church beforet 
face of God,and his Angels,there to bemy 
ried, becing both vndefaled, 


Rn 
——_— 
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Haue beene a theefe many waies; when| 

was achild, I remember I was giuenty 
Reale apples,and afterward 1 purloineddi- 
uers things, yea monic from my father and 
mother; Iboughtthings and neuer paiet 


for them:1 did ſteale books and deceiuedo- 
thers by many ſhifts:when I was putintrul 
to buy any thing for an other, I madethen 
beleeue that I paied more for it then indeed 
I didzand commonly took vp much como- 
dities for mine own vſe,&lett it vpon theit 
reckoning whom I ſerued;ſpecially when 
was a youns ſcholler in the Vniuerſitie, 
where I did much wrong my good freinds. 

When I beught anything, I made much 
adoe to pet it better chea pe then it was: 
worth; diſpraifing it,and promiſing co help' 
the ſeller to cuſtome. Thaue bey oht chin 


loaden conſdience. = "49 
for halfe the worth, of ſuch as hauewanted 
money.Contrariwiſe if I ſold athing,1 falſ. 
ly praiſed and prizedirt at more then it was 
worth , profefſing that I would not haue 
parted from it, butfor neede of money, or 
for loue of the buyer.I haue made them pay 
extreamely that were earneſt to buy anie 
thing which Ihad, + | 

If I found any thing , I cloſely keptic to 

my ſelfe; yea and ſometime I found things 
before they were loſt, 
WM Once one found certain monle, who ſee- 
Ming me goe that way, thought it had beene 
mine,and therefore gaue it me, and I rooke 
it for mine owne, although 1loſt none, 


I haue taken reward for doing many” © 


things, which I did not as Ioughtro haue 


done, 

I baue not well rewarded men that did 
for mee, yea I have diverſe times done-euill 
tothem,that did good to me. 

In matter of reckoning, when ſome haue 
not remembred ſo much as lowed to thein, 
I paied them according to their remem- 
brance , and keptthe reſidue to my ſelfe #- 


gainſt my conſcience. 
I haue taken wages for ſchooling chil- 
dren, and mjniftring in the Church,bur did 
| not 
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netrtruely performe my dutie, and therfor; 
am atheife, 

I haue beene given to gaming,and there. 
in praRtiſed deceit, which people doe cal 
. fowle-play; but before the face of Goditiy 
yerie theft, 

I have by faire words, and pleaſing pro- 
miſes, gotten many things of others, fat 
which I ncuer madc recompence. 

I have ſer ſome to worke forme , & haut 
paid them too little for their paines, 

I haue been a broker to helpe one toget 
goods from another ; once I was a meanej 
to makea man giue houſe and land,fromhis 
kinred to another, In performing which 
werke I wrought with the devill, andpri- 
ctiſed much deceit, 

I haue borrowed things, and either nat 
reſtored them at all, or not in ſo good ſor 
as Ireceiuved them, Ihaue heartened ſont 
to truſt others, by whom they haue beet 
decciued. | 

I have many waies waſted and hurrthe 
goods of other folke, carcleſly,couctoully, 
and ſpitefully, 

I have eftentimes bene yerie partial in 
queſtion touching goods betweene partic 
and partie ; becauſe I haue been ill conc r 

| " ' 


"  loaden'covſeience, - 6t 
tedof the one, er well opinionedof the o= 
ther, or thought to be a gainer by the bufis 
MI ncfſc. Ihaue many waies counſelled,aided, 
[8 20d concealed varighteouſnes. 

By all theſe waies, & many more which I 
cannot remember, Thaue been a theefe,and 
MM cherefore the huge booke of Gods curſes 
WF wriccen againſt theeues,doth rake bold'vp- Zach.gr; | 

on me,and wil not leaue metil I be brought + 
W to naught, ; 

O ye people of God, far Chrifts ſake be 
WW carcfull ro keepe yourſelues true, andiuſt, 

MW Docnortſo much as get a pinne with ane- 
| 
| 


uill conſcience : for howſocuer the Deuill 

blindethyou,yet one day you ſhall ſce-thar _ 
all naughty gaine will haue a naughtie end. © 
Practiſe no deceit nor crueltie, in buying, 
ſelling,chopping,changing,berowing,len» 
ding, gaming, or any way elſe; for God wil 
ſurely lay his vengeance ypen all that make 
any vniuſt gaine, ordiminiſh the goods of 
others. | 

Make no commoditie by any trade, or 

practiſe that hindererh your neighbour, or 
is againſt acommon good. Doe not rake 
or hold from any, that which in conſcience 
is due vnto the; for goods wrongfully got- 


ten or kept from the right owner,do conti- 
E 2 nu- 
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pually crie ynto God, for iuftice againſt 

ou. 

? Therefore if you have by any manner of 
meanes hurt , hindered, or diminiſhed the 
good of any , yeeld due recompence vpon 
true repentance, ro the partic wronged, of 
if he bedead, to his heires ; orif he be dead 
without hcires, or you cannot find the par- 
tieto-whom reſtitution is due, giue it tothe 
poore., Butif you haueno abilitie to make 
ſatisfation,confeſle thie wrong to the par- 
tic whome you haue wronged, and pray 
himto forgiue; and at leaſt praie vnto God 

continually chat he will pleocifully recom- | 
pence them, whom you haue iniured, pow- 
ring ypon them his bleſſings in bodie and 
ſoule. If you thinke that Chriſts religion 

{| dorh not require ſatisfaction of wrongs, 

TE,» .._ ou aredecciued; for Zacheus inſtructed of 

i ** Chriſt,offered that if he had done wrong to 
any man,he would giue to the party wron 
ged, fouretimes ſa much, as the dammage 
cameto, la b£ 

| Therefore needs muſt ſingle ſatisfaCtion 
be due, apenny for a penny , and apound 

for a pound, . 
If you aske, whether I follow this lefſon 
or no? Lan{wer; my conſcience doth tie me 
ynto 


f ; 
| , 


loaden eonſcience, G3 
_ ynto it, Therefore ſome ſatisfation'T haue 
made, and ſome more by the grace of God 
] will make; and that. which I catnor: doe 
through want of abilitie, I muſt crave of 
God that he will ſupply. I doe nor (peake 
to honour my ſelfe,) but to; glorifie'God, 
who is my Tudge , and to benefit you;who 
are his people. I haue paid rwentyſhillings 
at once. by way of reflitution, to himthat 
could not claime ſo'much as'apennie' due; 
becauſe: Thad formerly paid himhisowne 
reckoning; who therupon held himfelfe ſa- 
tisfied; but my conſcience didteſtifiethat I 
owedhimmere, 11105 4 3 UG 85 
Some haue iudged me fooliſh and vaine- 
glorious, becauſe ] appeared toi ſuecour 
ſome few poore people: I do not'iuftifiemy 
ſelfe,for it is God that truly ſeeth;and iudg- 
eth all things, Burmy'conſcience is, tharT 
am bound to' give much by way of recom. 
pence tothe poore j becauſe many that I 
haue wronged arc dead, or if they bealiue,T 
know nor where to find them; & therefore 


mull follow S. Paslr diretion,who ſaith;les Bph.4.28, 


him that ftole fteale no more, but let bims rather 
labor working with his hands that which ir good 
that be may bane to impart to ſach ar baneneed. 
All chriſtians ought to pur chemſelues hy 
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64 Theburthen of 4 
take any pains, yca-ſuch as they were never | 
brought vp vnto , rather then to maintaine 
thernſelues with the hinderance of others, 
2» -Beware of ſlothfulnefſe , waſifulnefſe, 
and ynthriftinefle, for chey will bring you 
into neceſhitic;and then you muſt liue ikes 
drone,it not by wicked ſhifting,yetby baſe 
beggerie,Godly thrift is a great vertue, ha- 
uihg. diligence to prouide things neceſſary 
truely, avd righteouſly, and care to ſauce & 
keep things gotten, yet withour filthy nig- 
gardnes and ynmercifulnes. 
Take beed, leaſt through your counte- 
nance,counſcl,or commendation;you cauſe 
oneto {ufferloſe by an orher:for if you do, 


the:lefic-befere God ſhall bercquired 


If theword of God be true, as without 
doubr it js,that a falſe witneſſe ſhall not be 
vapunithed, and he that ſpeaketh lies ſhall 
periſh; then am 1 in! a fearefull caſe : for 1 
haue made wany lies, and borne much falſe 
witnefle,,-Ihavc fignified many things, 0 
cherwiſe then I thought. of them',-I rake 
much delight in telling ſtran oc reports,and 
ſuch. 2s are cither altogether yatrue; Of 
peiced. yp with lies, or at leaſt yerie vncet- 


raine, 


loaden conſcience, 


tain,2ndnotlike ro betrue, AlſoTloutelies, 
and when I heare them, I vphold them, ſom- 
timefor my owne aduantage , ſometime to 
pleaſe other, and ſometime to hurt them 
that I [oue not. Hereby ir plainly appearerh 
whoſe child Iam: for God is the Father of 
truth, and the Devil father of lying, 

For Gods ſake therefore all people be- 
ſcech you bate lying, doe not fignifie, or 
maintain any word thatis vatrue, although 
you might much benefir your ſelfe byit;vn- 
lefle in very conſcience you beperſwaded 
and haue good reaſon to mooue you that 
ſucha thing is true,vtter it not, Be no com- 
mon reporter of newes, nor much giuen to 
talke : for ſuch people doe vtter many lies; © 
In bzaring witneſle bee well aduiſed whar 
you ſay, & with what intent:for you-may be 
a falſe witnes many waies, & ſometime not 
perceiue it your ſelfe, Falſe witnefle is a lie 
in matter or in meaning, The matcer teſtift- 
edis falſe alrogether,or in ſome part. A te- 
timony altogether. falſe is that, wherin ther 


g2inſt Naboth, that hee had {ſpoken againſt ;2.;;. 
God, and the King ; whereas hee hadnot 
ſpoken any thing againſt God,or the King. 
A teſtimony partly falſe, is — ſomewhar 

4 is 
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isno word true, as they which witneſſed a- 7 ONE 
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is put to, or put our, or ſome word altered, 

Of putting to, we haue an cxampleinthe 

Jewes , who accuſed Chriſt to Pilate thy 
Luk23. Emperours deputie, that he did forbid men WW; 
Marth, tO pay tribute vnto the Emperour, ſaying, 
23-3! thathe was Chriſt a King. Iris true that he 
ſaid he was Chriſt a King; bur falſe that he 

., forbad men topay tribute tothe Empereur; 
—_ for he willed people to pay, yea and paid 
3526. for himſelfe, 67:10 
Of leauing out we haue an example inthe 


. 


WI ua, deuill; who to perſwade Chriſt ro throwe 


himſelfe downvf:om the top of the temple, 

told him that itis written in the word of 

Pla.9rs God, the Angels of God had a charge gi- 

uen them to keep Chriſt from hurting hum- 

ſeife. Here the devil lefr out theſe words,In 

all thy waies; which he could net ſpeak, be- 

cauſe hee intended that Chriſt ſhould not 

take the way to goc downe by faires; but 
tempt God in falling fromthe toppe, 

Mah, Of alrcring ſome word we have an exam» 

26.61, ple in the two falſe witneſſes, that accu- 


| i 14.9, {£4 Chrift, faying; This man ſaid, 1 can d 


roy the Temple of God, and build it in thret 


&aies. Whereas Chriſt ſaid, Deſtroy yee thi 
temple,and 1 will build it in three daies. 


You may teftifie of an other that which. 
hee 
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e hath ſaidor done, and yet miſtake his 
meaning, So when Chriſt ſaide, Deſtroy ye notu.us. 
this temple; he meant his bodie: bur his 
aduerſariestooke it,that he mcantthe tem- 

{plc char was built of lime and ſtone, | 

When David fled from the court of king 
Saul,and came to Abimelec rhe Prieſt ; hee 1.Sam.20. 
cnowing none otherwiſe but that hee was 23727 
til in the Kings fauour,gave himentertain= 
ment :and was therefore falſly accuſed of 
ne Doeg, to haue conſpired: with David 
againſ the king ; who thereupon pur him 

o death, and all his kinred, | 

It is a grievous thing to confider, how 

Doth words and deeds are commoly miſta« _ _. 

en,tothe great wrong of many people,yea 

hat which is moſt greiuons, whena thing 
annor init ſelfe be miſtaken, weepreſume 
o find out ſome bad cauſe that mooued the 
partie to ſay it,or doe it. 
| When the Apofiles by theinſpiration of ,, 
he holy Ghoſt ſpake in range vis 208, #4 - 
200d matter, ſome ſaid they were drunke, 
hen Chriſt caſt our deuills , ſome ſaid he 
a5 2coniurer,and wrought with the deuil. 
ob living an vpright life , the deuill! accu- ob. g, 
ed him that in bleketnn he was a difleblerz 1 


1d would ſcrue God no longer then _ 
e 


'68 The burthen ofs 
fed him with gifts; and when he was prog. 
 Tob245-ued a liar in that, yethe vrged, tharif Job 
were bodily puniſhed with diſeaſes hee 
-would ſhew himſelte falſ-hearted ro Gog 
which alſo prooueda falſe witnes. 
Among all the apprentiſes that the deai 
bath in the trade of falſe witneſſing and ly. 
ing,none goc beyond them that wil accul 
men for well doing ; 2s they that accuſed 
Daniel for ſaying his ren co 
therein he ſhewed an ill minde to the King, 
You mayteſtifie againſt a man that whid 
15 true, and yet before the face of God, bt 
within compaſle of falſe wirneſlezas hetha 
sccuſed Moſes of killing an Egyptian, gue 
trueteftimonie; for Moſes did ſo indeedr, 
therefore the accuſer ſpake the truth; but 
not truely; that is, not/in zeale to thetrutl 
but in malice to Moſes, who told him 
his fault, | 14 
To keep your ſelfe cleare from lying att 
falſe witnefling , you muſt firft feare Gol 
forheis a moſt righteous iudge , and Wil 
examine whatſocuer you ſay of any bodi 
Secondly,you mu loue the partic of wi 
you ipeake: for it is verie true, that evil wik 
I! cannot ſpeake wel,but'one way or an oth 
EE itwilloutrunne your conſcience. Therk a 
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your heart be out of charitie withany,re- 
zinc your ſelfe from medling with them; 1aw.r2t: 
cauſe the wrath of man worketh not the 
ghreouſnes of God. ' 

Thirdly, whatfoeuer you ſee or heare of 
thers,either meddle not with it according 
> S.Pauls leflon,Strive to be quiet, and do 6 ' 
our buſinefſe:or if ir ſo concerne you; that 
ou muſt needes thinke and ſpeake of it, 
ake good heed that you doe not miſtake a= 
y part of it; for miſtaking breedeth lies,8& 
is 2 finne to belie the deuill; many things 
reſo ſaid and ſo done, that they may be ta- 
en well or il, yea what can be ſaid or done, 
ut ſome one or other wilturnet to-aneuil 

caving , like vnto the ſpider that out of 
ic beft lowers will ſucke ſome poiſon, 
ut be you of the mind to takeeuery thing 
te beſt way, knowing thar it is the deuills 
roperty ro make the worſt of every thing. 

You may be deceived in that which you . 
aue ypon your owne knowledge, becauſe 
ou cannot ſee the heart & meaning of the 
artie;much more in that which you haue 
y here-ſay:for reports are commonly very 
uultie, and fieldome hold eruth in cuery 
oint ; wherefore Almightie God to ſhew ,. 


5 an example what we ougat to doe, when 21,34, 


the 


70 The burthen of 4 
the crie of the ſins of Sodome came vp ty 
heauen,came downe to ſee whether it were ] 
true or not, before hee would ſeeme to be. n 
lecue it, whereby you learne to be flow off 
beleefe in hearing cuill of others. P 
But if you be well aſſured, that an other p 
hath ſaid or done wrongfully, the wrongiz 
either to you, or to others. If any hav : 
wronged you,you muſt by the commande-N, 
Mata 8.25. Ment of your maſter Teſus Chrift,firſt teltheſ 
partic of his fault ſecretly and charitably;i. 
16 heſo amend,you are ſatisfied, If he regard 
not your talke, you muſt rake one or two. 
with you,and tel him of his fault againe i 
charitable manner : andif then hee amend, 
you muſi reſt contented : bur if he continue 
in his favit, you muſt complaine to ſuch as 
have authoritie to iudge between you, 
If one wrong another, and you be privich, 
to ir,and ſure ofit, you muſt be careful tha, 


you wreng neither of the; becauſe they are 
oth your neighbours,and brethren:;there- 
| fore firſt defire the partie that doth the 
wrong to right it, which if he-will not doe, 
= muſt diſcouer it, leaſt before GodyotN, 
eapartaker in the wrong doing, wy 7: 
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By Was ncuer content with that which Go | 
gaue mee, but continually diſliked my 
Bare; murmuring , and caſting out com- 
plaints , enuying the proſperitic of others, 
judging them not ſo worthie of it as my 
ſelfe: yea, wiſhing in my hezrt chat I had 
their goods.Being promiſed aliuing, which 
I could not haue till the death of him that 
had it, and hath ir, I often defired ro heare 
ff his death, Wherefore by the iuſt iudgtne 
of God , heis likely ro hearc of my death. 
hen I hauec heard that ſuch, & ſuch were 
in poſſibility ofpreferment, or had obtai- 
pedirt, I fretted and fumed at it, becauſe I 
would haue had itmy ſelfe, 

WhenT ſaw a man baue a wife of good 
condition, I could find in my heart to wiſh 

im dead,and my ſelfe married to bis wif, 
And when one maried a wife , whom 1lik- 
fed, I Romaked it much, becauſe Ihad her 
not. haue wiſhed a good ſcruant from one 
to another, 

Thus,and many other wsies I haue coue- 
Fred my neighbours goods, both to my ſelte 
and to others, becauſc I had not faich and 
Charitie, 

O all Chriſtian people, hate this belliſh 
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couetouſnes,the roote of all euill.Be hiphl 
content with that which God giueth-you 
and you get by good means: for thatwhic 
_p get by ill meanes God giveth not, by 

y the ſufferaace of God, the deuill helpet 
youro it, 

Therefore with goods well gotten quit 
your minde,and be very thankfull ro Ga 
Couetnottoberich, for when a man is« 
ucrleaded he can hardly traucl:and youan 
trauailers paſſing through this worldins 
heauen. But if you foreſlowe the time: til 

| heaven gate be ſhut againſt you, whatwil 
all chis worlds good auaile you? your bod 
muſt ro the graue,your ſoule to hell, 8&you 
goods whereupon you. haue beſtowed 
yourtirmme, Rtudic,and labour, muſt remains 
to whom you know not, Therefore have 
mealurein your worldly cares, and asyoll 
Mat.6, dere Lord and Saujour willeth you , gilt 
19.20% your minds to grow rich towards God,laf 
ing vp treaſure in heaven , where it ſhalll 
ſafely kept till you come,and there youll 
inioy the ſane for euer. il 
Defire rather to make ſure voto 
{clues rhe ſaluation of your ſoules, then 
£000s of the bodie: for looke what you 
fre moſt, you will moſt intend, Of che 
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it were better tonegle@ the body;thenthe 
ſoule;becaule be that ſeeketh to afſurevnro 
himſelfe the good of his ſoule ſhall haue 
the good ofhis bodie into the bargaine, 

If this were ſetled in the hearts of people, 
they wouldnot couet ſo ynmeaſurably.This 
ynmeaſurable couerouſnes doth ſhew that 
the heart is not right ſet towards God : for 
if it were turned to him, it would betho- 
roughly ſufficed with his grace, whether 
you had much or little of worldly goods: 
Like as the needle in a diall will never be 
quiet yntill it be ſet right to the North ſar, 
and then it will reſt, 

It cannot be, but that a couetous man is a 


Mat.6.373. 


dreaker of this commandement;becauſe his - 


heart is in the hand of the deuill,and heturs 
ncth it wherher he will. 

But many will ſay , Such and ſuch haue 
too much, & I haue too littie:Lanſwer, how 
know you,they haue roo much, & you roo 
lictle. Becauſe they hauc enough, and ſpare, 
but we want that which is neceſlarie; yea, 
but yet youliue, Weliue indeede, but not 
{o well, as they that haue more. Ah, you 
doe not fare ſo well, nor goe io gaie, nor 
pleaſe your cies with the hght' of worldly 


wealch ; It ic be the felicitic of this world. 


chat 
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that you lookefor ; take heede leafl you! 
one of them to whome Chriſt ſaith , Wohe 
 yntoyourich, becauſe you have received 
Luk.6.310 your comfort: that is, you baue that which 
you ſought after, Yea, bur you will ſay, we 
have it not. Iantwer, God loueth you { 
much the berrer, But you will {ay,why doth 
he not giue vnto me as well as to others? 
good child reſteth c6tent with that , whic 
his Father giuech him, Bur if that reaſon wil 
not ſerue, why doth parents keep knives 
little children ? leaft they ſhould hurt thei 
bodies: ſo God keepeth worldly goouſ 
from you, leaſt you ſhould by the ill viny 
of them harme your ene ſoules, Doeyot 
thinke that the poore beg ger Lazarus doil 
now pgreiue at the miſerie wherein he wh 
when he lay at the rich mans gate full d 
ſores, and readie to ſtarue through wantd 
foode?No verily: he reioyceth and prailet 
God for his pouertie, and for his pariency 
wherwith he endured the good pleaſures 
God; knowing that if he had contrariwil 
beene rich, he might thereby have loſt hi 
ſaluation, as Diues did, Ir is 2 greater mils 
 terto vſeriches wel,then moſt people im# 
Mat.r9.a3, B10c-Eis would nor ourSauiour Chrift hail 
2412546, [aid,es he did ſay; That it is eaſier for a & 
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loaden conſcience. 

mell co go through the eije of a needle,then 
for a rich man re enter into the kingdom of 
heauen, And yetleaſt they to whom God 
giueth riches ſhould be'diſcomforted, hee 
told his Diſciples, that God is able to ſaue 
the rich, Whereby yeu vnderftand, that to 

be rich, and ro be faued , requireth a moſt 

mightie grace of God : for it were a great 

miracle to make acamell go through a nee- 

dles cie. PET 


All this I ſay, tothe end that you ſhould 
(nor coucr more then you may with a ſafe 
Weonſcience , your ſoule being firli prouided 
for, procure vnto your lelfe, 

Bur ſome ſay, I coule be contented with 
 liccle, were it not for my children ; Imuſt 
1ceds confefle that it isa godly care to pro-= 

ide for your children;but ler it be without 
oueroutnefle, Let not your children be ci- 
ber brought vp,or ſetled inthe werld wich 
Moods ynconſcienably pm from others. 
tis berter for them to bepoorely brought 


Pp, and re have bur little left them, Have 
on not ſeen many whoſe friends haue left 
hem much goeds, fallen into more follie, 
hen they that had little or nothing left the? 
Zur if you ſay; ſome fewe get all intotheir 
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76 The burthen of a 
Doeyou belecucin God? Yea; Thenyay 
muſt chroughly perſwade yourſelfe,thathe 
isyourfather,& in his fatherly care proyj- 
deth that for you, which he well knoweth 
will doe you moſt good : notwithſtanding 
all the concrouſneſle, and crueltie of this 
world, yet God if it pleaſe him, could give 
you plenty; and becauſe he doth nor, itap- 
peareth that hee purpoſeth co puniſh you: 
will you therfore be out of patience,know. 
ing thar whom God leueth, he correCtethy 
Surely I had rather be a patient poore man, 
and Gods child, then a cruell rich man, and 
Gods rod:for comonly the child is receiued 
into fauour,and the rod is caſt into thefire, 
Howfoeuer the world goe, bee patient, 
& {ubmir your ſclfe to the pleaſure of god. 
Doe not enuic, nor condemn thoſe that ar 
any way in moreproſperitic then you, MK 
if you doe (o, ye are not in charitie, andi 
you benot in chariry, Chriſt isnot in yoi 
but the deuill. Therefore firive by your ps 
tience to pofleſſe your owne ſoule, and bf 
the hely Ghoſt, contrarie to the nature ali 
fleſhand blood, be exceedin g glad,that) 
may be one of Chrifts companie, althoug 
inthe loweſt degree that may be; yea, ii 
very foote;reioycing ar the proſperiti® 


loaden conſcience, 7 
any other,and ſorrowing in their adverfitie 
as if it were your owne, This if you catidoe, 
youare a Chriſtian indeede; and although 
you be in low degree ypon earth, yer your 
BM Lord and father will highly aduanceyou in 
Wl the glorie of heauen. Remember what Saint 
Bl lames ſaith, Let a brother of low degree reioyce rn; 4, 
MH i: bis aduancement. OY 

| O that I were a brother of that heauenly 

WM company, & my name written inthe booke 

MI of life, alchough it were with condition to 

"W ſuffer all poflible miſeric inthis world, If 

you ſay ] giue you ſuch counſell, as I could 

ll never take my ſelfe; I confeſſe it, but you 
would not bein my caſe, if you knewe itas-- 

I do,although you might haue all the goods 

of the earth:for death & hel haue taken ſure 

hold ypon me, and I am ſo hardned in finne 
through long cuſtom inwickednes, & delay 

df repentance,that my ſoule is ready to de- 
Wpairc of Gods mercy. Therfore while time 
Wcrueth,and while grace is offred ynto you, 
Wake ſure worke:Striue by obeying the wil 

bf God co enter in at the firaight gare; for 

Chriſt ſaith, many will ſecke ro.enter, and 

hall not be able; becauſe they {ceke nor ril Lukaz.ay, 
be too late, This is my ſtate, and therfore *#*5" 


periſh, ” 
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78 The burthen of 4 
+ All people young and old,pray daily and 
deuoutly to God, chat it will pleaſe him 
through Ieſus Chriſt to giue youthe graces 
of faith , hope, and charitie, that youmay 
cleaue faſt vnto bim with full purpoſe of 
heart,and being ſufficed with that whichhe 
youchſafeth to giue you , put himintruf 
with ſoule and bodie, aſſuring your ſelue 
that he will not faile you nor forſake you; 
if his pleaſure be to tric your faith and truſt 
by croſſes and aducrfities, reioyce therein, 
for his mind is to crown you therfore inthe 
world to come: Loue all Chriſtians as yout 
own ſelic,yea loue your very enemies, pri 
| forthem, and praQtiſe in word and deed 
be kind voto them. 
By theſe graces you ſball performe the 
kingly law of liberty,and ſa be Kings vito 
God,ruling& reigning ouer your thought 
& afteQions according to his pleaſure,dev 


ing ſet at libertic fromthe law of finne, ad 


bondage of the denill, Almightie Godfa 


Teſus Chrifts.ſake fulfil-you all with the bi 
ly Ghoſt, Amen, Amen, G 


N Ow I beſeech all char giuc their nil 
to booke learning, patiently: tore 


or hearethis laſt part of my confeſſion 


— 


| 


loaden conſcience, 79 


tendedto your good, | 

| Whenl1 went firſt co ſchoole, I was full 
of all yngraciouſnes,& misbehaued myſelfe 

to God, to my Parents, and to all people; 

which curſed qualities poiſoned whatſoe--+ 

ver learning I could get. 

All children thac goe to ſchoole, feare 
God, and pray vnto him heartily that hee 
will giue you the grace to ſtand in, awe of 
his almi ohrie maieſtie, and to be afraide of 
diſpleafing him: for the feare of God is the 
begingipg of wifedom. Allearning without 
the feare of God, is as a ſword in_ the hand 
of a madde man, likelyto doe much mil- 


cheife and no good, Hate all naughty con- --- 


ditions, and behaue your ſelues lowely,and 
gently to cucrie man, Woman, and child, 
Pray often to God, and ſay, O Almightie 
God, the giuer of all good learning 8& true 
wiſedome, I finfull wretch doe pn be- 


ſeech thee, that for thine onely ſonne Teſus 
Chriſts ſake, thou wilt ſend thy holy ghoſt 
into my heart, that 1 may be cleanſed from 
| finne, and get ſo much learning and know- 
ledge, as may beſt fit me to be tby faithfull 
feruant in aki ate of life, whereunto it 
ſhall plcaſe thee to call me, Amen, _. 
Vie commonly to praiſe God in ſome 


:; ſuch 
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80 Theburthen of a 
ſuch manner as this.O moſt bountiful Lord 
God, I do humbly and heartily thankhee, 
becauſe thouhaſt cauſed my friends.to ſet 
metoſchoole.Good Lord I beſecch theeſy 
to continue and blefle me in learning , that 
I may learneto doe my duty to thee, andto 
all tby people,io what degree ſoever it ſhal 
pleaſe thee to place me;through JeſwChriſ 
thine onely Sonne , who with thee andthe 
holy Ghoft,three perſons and one God, be 
honoured and praiſed in heart, word, and 
deed, for cuer and cuer. Amen.  -.. 
Follow your ſchooling diligently,andit 
it pleaſe God to giue you the gift to Jearve, 
be glad, and give him thanks therefore, but 
bee not proud of it; forif pride cnter into 
your hart,it wil puffe you vp like a bladder, 
& although you prooue-marucilouſly leat- 
ned,yet inthe end you ſhall be nothing but 
wind, All ſchollers rake heed of pride;torit 


will make you like the deuill qgand hateful 
befereGod, 7 

When youare allowed to play, then play, 
for it is healthful to ſtirre your bodies:pro- 
Qiſe no baſe,and lewdpaſtime,bur exerciſe 


aps ſelues in ſome honeſt ſport, which may 

110g you into ftrength and abilitie. 
At notime let any bad or beaſtly word 
LIFT come 
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come out of :your mouth. Delight nor in_ 


vaine talke, mocking, or ſcorning ; for all 
ſuch things are very diſpleaſing vnto God, 

I went tothe Vniuerſitie very rawe: for 
I had fewe grounds of Grammer, and none 


| of orace. Therefore I ſpent much time in 


getting little learning ; but all manner'of 
vicein megrewe vp and abounded. I was 
rain-minded,proud hearted, bufiheaded,& 
full of a birter, pecuiſh, contentious ſpirit. 
Beeing poore I found great friendſhip, and 
had good allowance of many ; bur I was 
ſingularly negligent, and, vathankfull ynto 
them, My ſtudie was to make great ſhew of 
alitele learning,and cherefore I ſought after 


fine choiſe words, When I diſputed with as -- 


ny, I was defirous to diſmay them with re- 
proaches in ſtead of reaſons;and tothatend 
I had a written phraſe-booke ſtuffed with 
taunting, and biting ſpeaches, 

All ſchollers that goe to any Vniverſity, 
take warnmag by me, Beicarefull ro come 
thither well grounded in leqrning and ver- 
rue, Giue your ſelues to be ſober , humble, 
quiet, milde,and peaceable.. Be diligent in 
your buſineſſe, dutifull co.all people, and 
very thankefull to your friends, Theſe ver- 


tucs will make you gracious in the fight of 
| F 4 God, 
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$2 The burthen of a 
Ged,Angels,and men. Be more carefullta 
' get {ound learning for good vie, then to 
ſtand vpon the ſhew of knowledgetfor iti 
a vainglorious folly. Hunt not afcer curious 
minien tearms, wherof commeth no good; 
bur ſpeak and write plain ordinary words; 
for they that would ſcem to be wordewiſe, 
areof graueandlearned men accounted yn» 
wile, 
Pride and enuic are the properties of the 
deuill, and of all other finnes moſt ready to 
waite vpon ſchollers; Therefore take great 
heed of them: If you be proud, you are Lu- 
cifer, high in your owne conceit,and there: 
fore ſhall be brought low euen downe into 
hell. If you enuie the learning, eftimation, - 
and proſperitic of others,you are Saran,an 
enemie tothe gift of Gods grace. 
Doe neuer diſpraiſe any, or quippe any 
1n your oratiens and ſpeeches: for it ſhew- 
eth bitternes, which is yer y bad in a ſchol- 
ler. When you argue, ordiſpute publike- 
ly , or privately, feare God, and ſhunne 
ſnarling,reproaching, and all furious bcha- 
uiour. Letyour reaſoning be as inthe hea- | 
ring and ſeeing of God, and Angels, calme; 
amiable,ſweet,and ſober, Whenſoeuer you 
prepare any oration, diſputation, or exer= 


ciſe 


loaden com ſeience. 
ciſe of learning, firſt, humble your ſelfe be- 
fore God,crauing hiz mercy and grace; that 
you may ſo performe it,as beſt becommetrh 
a Chriſtian ſcholler;thereby to be ficred for 
the ſeruice of Jeſus Chriſt in the Church,or 
common wealth, 

If any finne raigne in you, ftrive by all 
meanes to ſubdue ir:for where finne raign= 
eth, there the Deuill dwelleth, and the end 
of that man will be naught. 


_— 


— _— —_— _ —_ 


FJ Hen I had gottE a ſhadow,and outs 
fide of learning,]I left the Voiverſi- 
ty,and took vpon me to bea Schoolmaſter, _. 
God fergiue me; I wasa bad one : for how 
could I trame children to-godly lcarning, 
beeing vagodly,andill learned? 

I vndertooke to teach more then I had 
learned my ſelfe: I was new-fangled, and 
negligent in teaching :and yet tired, & dul. 
led my ſchollers by keeping them too long 
at their bookes , and by fierce correttion, 
and cruel! beating of them. 

O ye Schoelemaſters, I pray you for the 
reucrence of God, be well aduiſed : The 
ſchooling of children is the nurcerie of 


chriftians:therfore you ought to be — 
and 
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Cyertuous,that you may traine yout ſchol- 
lers to be the diſciples of Chrift, 

The deuill will pra&iſe to make-you his 
vnder-{choolmaſters,that you may fit your 
ſchollers to be bis ſeruants. MW 

To prevent this danger , you cannot 
roo carefull of your behaujour every Way, 

Takeno more vpon you, then you knoy 
your ſelfe able, by rhe grace of God,toper 
forme:follow the common way of teaching 
commanded by authoritie. 

Tris tro be wiſhed that the Grammar for 
the Latine rongue,were one whole books, 
the rules in Engliſh, the examples in La 

Teach your ſchollers their leflonsverit 
 leaſurely,and plainely,heare them their le 
ſons mildly, apd patiently , corre then 
for their faults mercifully and ſparingly. 
What man fearing God,can find in his hat 
toplaythe tyrant among Gods tender Chik 
dre,reuiling, buffeting,ftriking,ſcourging, 
andterrifying them with thundering {pet 
ches, as if they were dogs, yea limes ol 
the Devill : no man can with a ſafe conſci- 
ence ſo curſedly vſc a beaſt, as I in word'8 
deed haue vſed my ſchollers , Ipraie God 
forgiue me, and grant that no ſchoolemie 
er offend in that point, | i 

Thioke 


loader conſcience. 


"MM Think with your ſelues how hatefull ſuch 
rigorous viageis to God,and his holy An- 
gels, who haue the charge of children, . 
Frame your ſchollers by all meanes to 
feare God, & to pleaſe him, and then afſure 
ti your ſelues, that ouer and aboue whatſoc- 
WJ ver cheir fathers and freinds giue ynto you, 
' be will give you arich reward. 
It is not good to hold children too hard, 
I ortoo long at their bookes : for their wits 
aretender,and therfore ought to be gently 
if vied, and often refreſhed, Our Lord Ieſus 
8 Chriſt blefſe all ſcheolemaſters , that they 
WW may know,and do their duties to the conti- 
WF ouall increaſe of right Chriſtian learning; 
"MF Amen, 
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| Preſumed with all mine abominable vi- 
LL ces to center into the holy minifterie,and 
I have beene a profefſed Miniſter of Cariliz 
WE that is,a ſoule-keeper,and a ſoule-tecder al- 
MW moſt cwclue yeares:Ieſu Chriſt forgiue me, 
1 cooke vpon metro preach , neither vnder- 
MF {1:ding the word of God, nor endued with 
W tbepower of godlines.Therefore I have in= 
dangered the ſaluatio of many people,cuen 
as an ignorant & vnhoneft Phyfitian doth 
Line the bodily life of rhem that take 


phy- 
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36 The burthen of 4. = 
phyficke by his appointment. ; 
Although water in the ſpring-licad be 
pure and wholeſome,yer if it be caried from 
thence in an vncleane and poiſoned yefſell, 
who can drinke it without davnger ? The 
word of Gad is in it ſelfe moſt pure and 
wholeſome; but my preaching hath defiled 
it with ignorance, and with the wickedin- 
feftion of pride,cnute, wrath couetouſnez, 
and all fins; euery vice vpon occaſion put 
ting it ſelfe ivto my ſermons, Moreoueril 
I preached any thing acording to the word. 
of God, I vtterly vnpreached and deniedit 
in my life and converſation. Alas how many 
ſoutes may iuſtly challenge me before the 
face of Teſus Chriſt, for giuing cauſe of 
their damnation: I cannot ſay vpon my 
conſcience, thatin all this time , wherein 
I hauc taken ypon me ro be a Miniſter, | 
haue done wy dutie, ſo much as to the 
fauing of one ſoule, A true Miniſter of 
Chriſt ſhould be a meanes to turne all euill 
from his ſhcep, and to procure all bleſſings 
viito them, Bur 1 contrarily hane beene 3 
meanes to turne bleflings from them, and 
to bring miſeric ypor; them. It had bin bet- 
terfor me:ohauc gotten my living by beg- 
ging from doore to doore;yca,lefle had bib 
my 


| loaden conſcience, '87 
my finne,if I had liued by ſtealing and rob< 
bing: for he chat is a Miniſter and doth nor 
diſcharge his dutie, is a theefe and arobber 
inthe higheſt degree ; becauſe he robbeth 
God of his people, and robbeth people of 
their ſaluarion, How is it poſſible for mero 
eſcape the vengeance of hell fire? 

All you that purpoſe tobe Miniſters in 
the Church, for Chriſts ſake, take warning 
by me.Before you enter intothe miniſterie, 
examine your heart according to your con- 
ſcience in the fight of God ; what mooueth 
youto bea miniſter? and what you princi- 
pally deſire and intend? for looke what you 
minde,that you wil folow , & re compaſle 


the ſame,negle®t all other things, Therfore _ __ 


if you perceive that your mind is chiefly ſet 
vpon worldly gaine,or glory, t#ke no fouls 
to keep: for you will let them fink or ſwim: 
and notwithiiding what ſhew ſocuer you 
make,rhey ſhal be Brily reſpeted,and ma- 
ny waies ynfitted, Bur if you doe chiefly 
aime atthe glorie of Chriſt in the ſaluation 
of chriftiis,you are the bleſ{:d of the Lord; 
God increaſe the niiber of you;for you will 
not ſticke to looſe any worldly comodity, 
yea your owne life, rather then hazard the 
loſſe of ne ſoule:enter therforcin the _ 

0 
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of Ieſius (riſe, But before you take a charys 
of ſoules vpon you, giue all diligence tha 
you may hatic a good vnderſtanding in the 
word of God,and that the power of godli. 
nes may be in your life & converſation: for 
if the blind lead the blind:they fall bothin. 
to the ditch: and he is graceles,that hauing 
fight , doth lead the blind out ofthe way; 
becauſe the blind will follow their ; leader, 
The peoples cies are neuer well opened yn- I « 
til the light of their miniſter do fo ſhine be- I 
forethE,that they may ſec his good works 1 
and glorifie God,in following his example. I! 
O happicis that Miniſter that euer hee was NN: 
borne,who before he vndertaketh a charge 
of ſoutes , hath the grace to overcomethe 

Mat,4, femprations of Satan, as Chriſt did, _ 
Beeing made a Minifter, and hauings 
charge of ſouls,beare alwaies in mind, that 
you muſt be anſwerable to Chriſt for cuery 
one ofthem, So that wharſocuer a Miniſter 
might pofhbly doe ro ſaue them, you ſhalt 
deerely abide ir,if you perform it not. This 

Col.ras, Mooued S.Paulro warne every one, & teach 
every one inal wiſedom,chat he might pre- 
{entevery one perfe& in Chriſt Ieſus. 

Therefore you knowing the terriblenes 

of the Lord,muſt approouc your ſclfe "P 

God, 


loaden conſciende. 8g 


God,and ro euery conſcience of man, wo- 
man, & child in the fight of God, carefully 
and diſcreetely waiting vpon your charge, 
that you may giue to euery one their porti= 
on of meate in due time, You muſt truely 
 Ercach Gods people the way of ſaluation ouc 
 Wofhis word. Therefore in vnderſtanding & 
expounding the holy Bible,follow the con- 
ſent of ancient and learned writers, & thoſe 
eſpecially who are reported to haue lived 
an holy life;for God in all ages doch moſt 
reſpe&t them that feare him, and they haue 
moſt certen knowledge of his will. Others 
alchough they ſeeme exceeding learned,yer 
they are full of errours, becauſe the ſpiric of 
deceit hath power in them, Therefore rake - 
heed. 

Defire not to be fingular , nor to differ 
from others: foritisa figne of anaughtie 
ſpirit, which hach cauſed much evill in the 
world from the beginning. Teach people 
that which doth neceflarily concerne their 
faluation; for it is a temptation of the devill 
to bukie folkes minds with by-martrer, that 
they may negieR the maine work of ſauing 
their ſovles. A miniſter ought diligently te 
take particular knowledge of his charge: 
who be yoog in ynderſtiding; who be ripe. 
, in 
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90 The burthen of 4 
in diſcretion; who be ficke in fin, and who 
be ſoundin ſoule, that he may accordingly 
diet them, Much preaching and teaching 
doe not take that good effeft which i 
might,if peoples vnderftanding were rips 
ned to heare it, There is a certaine teaching 
called the A,b,c,of Gods word ; becaulee, 
uenas a {choller muſt learne ro knowelet. 
ters, and to ſpell them together before het 
Spe. C20 read ; ſo muſt a chriſtian firſt learnethe 
+1 ground-worke of religion , before he'cal 
well procecd in the vnderſtanding andpts 
Aiſle of Gods word. I haue found elderly 
people,thar ſeemed robemuch delighredin 
hearing the word of god preached, yet not- 
withſtanding ſtrangely ignoric in theffouts 
dation of faith, As for example:they didbe- 
leeue in the Sonne of God, and yer did not 
thinke that he was in time before the yirgit 
Marie, How is it poſſible, that people 
ſhould be jgnoranc of ſuch- points , com- 
monly preached andprinted ? Becauſethe 
are not inſtcuQted orderly, pithily, & plains 
ly:orderly, as children are raught t read! 
pithily, for many words and toileſome cit» 
curſtances doe bring an ignorant hearet: 
intoa wood, where he looſerth bimſelfe: 
plainely, for tearmes of art, and fineels 


quence 
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ence 'vre not ſutable:ro the Goſpel of 
Chrift:becaufe in darkening the ynderflan - 
ding of ſome, & tickling the eares of others 
they hinderthe working of the rtiatter, Fie | 
pon all vainglorious 7 ning for the king 1.Cor.g.z0, 
me God it not in word, but in power, © 
If you doe dot ſoreachthe will of God, 
hat the very ignorant may well ynderſtand 
Ir, and keepe it in remeinbrance, what'an- 
wer can you make to Ieſus Chriſt, when he 
allech you to reckoning. 
Although a ſcholler be zaught to knowe 
is letters, yer many times hee is nor well 
nſtruQted to ſpell them together: So the 
oundation points of religion may bee 
aught, and yet not well put together; for - — 


x2mple, Chtiftians are iuſtified by faith in Ken.z.28, 


eſus Chrift, without the works of the law, 
his is ove point. Chriſt will iudge all peo- 
le accorditigrotheir works, anſwerablets ,, 
he praQtiſe of their liues, This is ar» other z.Cor.g:x0. 
oint:now vnles theſe two points be right= 
y ieynedtogether,the devil wil makefome 
trerly negle& works,and other altogechet- 
o preſume ypontheir owne deſerts. 
luitifying faith is the gift of God, & brin. 
>eth forth good works, whetby true Chri. 
Hans are iuftified at the day of judgement. 
ME 
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- The capacitie; of people-is like ynto-4 
ſmall bottle with anarrow mouth, if you 
powre in wine haftily, you ſhall ſpill much 
beſide, andif you do exceede their meaſurg 
they will runne ouer : no worke or imploy- 
ment in.all the world doth require mon 
carcfull diligence;rhen the office of amini- 
ſer. # VERO 
Although your. tcach and preach yer 
much, and in plaine words, yet your ſheepe 
will ſpecially regard your pratiſe of lite, 
becaule their nature is to be led;rather then 
co be driven, - | + | 4 
I would I had preached lefſe.jn words, 
more in workes.Your conuerſation mult be 
eucery way ſquare ro your profeſſion: tat 
you cannot ſo much as ſpeake a word iniek 
but it ſhall be heeded and conſidered, Yeah 
if there beany ill word ſpoken in your hes: 
ring,people wil marke how. you take it.Be- 
lecheme vpon mine experience; if there It 
gapps in your converſation, your ſheep wil 
thereby runne out from Chrift;yea'they wil 
bolaly-make gappes therſelucs,preſuminy 
that they may with as little danger finneil 
onekind, as you inan other, \ 
When I as a Curate entred into a charg 


of ſoules, the people atthe firſt had ſuch 
rene: 
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loaden conſeiewee, 93 
reuerent opinion of me; by reaſon of mine 
earneſt plainnesin preathing;thatthey were 
verie carefull leaſt Iſhould ſeeanyfault in 
their behaviour; bur” afrerward when'they 
perecited that the praCtiſe of my life 'was 


not according to my'pteaching, they grew 
in a manner careles whatThey ſaid, or what 
they did: whereas if-I had not loſt that firſt 
reputation; I thinke in my conſcience; that 
many, yea moſt of themwould haue amen- 
ded their waie3. $1 HOY 

A minifter- ought to be grauc and milde: 
Grauitie without mildnevis ſurlineſſe, and 


mildnes without! gravitie is lightnes, -To- 


cond,ieſtiog,& ſcoffing behaviour dothnot _ 


becamea Miniſter , forbe is the Meſſenger 


of Gad, and waightie is his meflage.* 

It is atrue ſaying, that roo much familia» 
ritie breeds contempt;and ſo I have alwaies 
found ir. Therefore vſeroretire yout ſelfe, 
and be no. common cormpanie keeper:- for 
howſocuer you may 'preſeruc yourperſo=- 
nall repatarion,yet the power of your effice 
which 1s much grounded vpon a reverente- 


Rimation, wil be by company keeping ma- 


ny waics diminiſhed, The apperance of any 

vice in a Miniſter dotty diſable bis minifiry; 

ſpecially pride,and coyctouſnes, It were In 
pL) G 2 
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1 Poorerwhichis very ſpecial point ina mi 


__ " Thebivthenof«'. | 
be wiſhed chat miviſters would in their ap- 
pareli,and geſture, vſe decencie , ſhunning 
all vanitie and brauerie; whereby the hum, 
blenes and meekenes of Ieſys Chriſt might 
be ſecne in them, 354 

You that teach others to be content with 
that which they baye, ought to ſhew your 
ſelues free from filthje couerouſnes, 

Keepe alwaies within compaſle of your 
maintenance,that you may be before hand; 
elſe you ſhal runne into many inconuenien- 
ces; far firſt you ſhall by want be forcedto 
looſe your libertie;for, as Se/omes ſaith gthe 
borrower is a ſeruant; to the lender, Then 
much more is the receiver ſeruave 10 the 
giver, An heathen man ſaid truely, He thi: 
roketh a gift, looſerh his libertic.Who hath 
more cauſc to keep himfelfe free then ami- 
piſter? forif he be ingaged to any,the devil 
wil tempt him to ſooth them io their fines, 
erat lcalt to be rongue-ticd,and not core 
proeucthem for their faults, Alas! in whit 
wretched Rate are many Curates ? for they 
are driven to ſeeke their commodities, 
where they can find them, or, 1150 

An other incenuenience in a hinderly mi» 
viſter is,that he cannot be beneficiall rothe 
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niſter 
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niſter:for how canit appearethathe is zea- L 
lous to feede mens ſoules, that bath no care | 
ro comfort their bodies ? Therefore Chriſt 
and his Apoſtles were verie diligent topro- Fj] 
vide forthe poore. An ancient writer reſti« Tuſtin Mar || 
fied to an heathen Romane Emperour, t Fl 
among Chriſtians the miniſter is aprouider | 
for all needie people. lf 
Although any other miniſter ſeeme faul- | 
tic and haue an il] report,yet do not endure j/ 
to ſpeake or heare any cuill ofhir; for ſo my | 
you ſhould verie much offend, and incou- ky | 
rageto be Ciſtafted with the miniftery, l 
Doe not enuie nor deſpiſcany Miniſter | | 
whoemſoeuer , nor meddle wich any mans | 
charge but your owne. EMC GR | if 
Suffer much wrong rather then enter in- | 
to ſtrife, Be no partie nor partaker in any + « || 
contention. | 
If you be afſured that any one doth a- 
mifſe in your pariſh,tel him his faulc ſecrets x gore 
ly, and very kindely, beſceching him in von we 
Chriſts behalfe ro turne vnto God, Whoſo- fur rigo. |} | 
euverfall our,doe not you appeare tobead- —_— Il | 
uerſary to any one,nerto vphold the party'yeaund || | 
againſt him, It wil hinder your miniſtery,& Sara, IN| | 
peraduenture put you into more trouble my charge; || 
then you can imagine, Contencion and par- pO #2 I 
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96 The burthen of 4 
taking bath tormered me verie grievouſly, 
for 1 met with thoſe thar- ouermatchedme, 
and laidheauic accuſations.ypon me::;God 
forgive me and them , and God-giue you 
+ the heauenly bleſſing of quietnefle.Hate all 
* jarcing: andſnarling ,for they are dogged 
properties: as alſo fawning:, and flatterie; 
He is a right dog,that wil one while ſnarle, 
and another while fawne,as I haue fooliſh- 
ly done..; - - 
[Be a man of wiſedom and few words, Be 
flow to ſpeak,and ſhort and ſweet inſpes- 
king, -A man full of words is full of many 
offences, Laſtofall, I commend vnto you 
8 notable ſentence which-the holy Ghoſt 
ſenttoa Minifter, 
.. No man-that is a Warriour entangleth 
2Tir 2.4. Nimſelte with worldly buſines, that be may 
pleaſe kim, who hath choſen him to be a 
{ouldier. --. - RR, | 
.:...; -- Idochumblie beſeech the blefled God, 
even vpon my knees , that he will for Ieſus 
..,. . Chriſts ſake, give vnto all miniſters the 


' Brace to perceiue and performe- the true 
meaning of that ſenzence, 


4 '2 $* PS | 
. Amey, Amen. 
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